
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 39   No. 20                      Pentecost Sunday                      19 May 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
The feast of Pentecost celebrates the power of 
the Holy Spirit coming upon the disciples and 
energising them to set about their mission of 
continuing the ministry of Jesus. The gospel 
reading is one of the post-resurrection 
appearances by Jesus when he breathed the 
Holy Spirit upon the disciples. The actual 
events of that first Pentecost are recorded in 
the book of Acts and are recalled in this week’s 
first reading. The use of this post-resurrection 
gospel account is a reminder that Jesus had 
already imbued the disciples with the Spirit but, as so often throughout his 
ministry, they were a bit slow to catch on to the significance of what he had 
done. It seems that they needed a more tangible experience to jolt them 
into action and Acts records the very physical experience of the Spirit 
entering their midst as a roaring wind before settling upon them as tongues 
of flame. Jesus had breathed the Spirit upon them but it took the roaring 
wind to make a real impression on the disciples. There are frequent 
references in the gospels to Jesus being ‘filled with the Spirit’. It is this 
Spirit with which he was filled that he breathed upon his disciples; it is that 
same Spirit that we receive sacramentally in Confirmation. 

For the weeks following the death of Jesus the disciples had lived in fear 
and confusion, not fully understanding what had happened and not really 
knowing what to do. When they realised that the Spirit Jesus had breathed 
upon them was really present and urging them to action they finally had 
the courage to begin the mission that Jesus had entrusted to them: to 
spread the Good News of Jesus and continue to realise his message in 
the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May is the month of Mary in the Church 
May is traditionally dedicated in a special way to honouring and seeking the 
intercession of Mary as the Mother of God and Mother of the Church.   

Morning Offering to Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Heart of my Mother,  

Our Lady of Guadalupe, I unite to thy purity,  
thy sanctity, thy zeal and thy love, all my thoughts, words, 

acts, and sufferings this day, that there may be nothing in me 
that does not become through thee,  

a pleasure to Jesus, a gain to souls, and an act of reparation 

for the offenses against thy Heart, 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Mary Osmond, Karen Egan, Kim Simpson, David Eaton, 
Liam O’Brien, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney, Riley 
Dwyer, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van 
der Heide those whose anniversaries occur around 
this time Sr Janet Ryan OP, Terence Dwyer, Francis 
Maher, Sonny Deverala, Jerry Fernando, Una Kenny, 
Doreen Kennedy, Vincent Joseph Anthony Petralia, 
and the recently deceased Michael Dalton, Graham 
Allen, Nora Quiles Lynn, Eduardo Sason, Pamela 
O’Reilly, Keith Druery 
 

Archdiocesan Annual Mass Count 
During the Month of May we will be counting the 
number of people that attend the Sunday Masses as 
part of the Archdiocesan Annual Mass Count.  These 
figures help to understand how many people are 
being reached out locally and in the Archdiocese. 
 

Fr Alex on Leave 
Fr Alex is currently away on some well deserved 
leave in New Zealand, visiting family and friends.   
Fr Alex returns to the Parish on Friday 24 May. 
 

Feast of San Filippo Siriaco 
Welcome to those joining the Italian Community 
TODAY, Sunday 19 May, at the 10.30am Mass for 
the Inaugural Feast for San Filippo Siriaco (patron 
saint of Calatabiano). 
 

National Volunteer Week (20-26 May) 
This week we celebrate National Volunteer Week, 
Australia’s largest annual celebration of volunteering.  
The theme for 2024 is ‘Something for Everyone’. 

National Volunteer Week 2024 recognises the 
diverse passions and talents everyone brings to the 
act of volunteering.  It’s an invitation to explore the 
myriad of opportunities available, emphasising that 
there’s a place for everyone in the world of 
volunteering. Whether you’re drawn to environmental 
causes, community outreach, education, or beyond, 
there’s a place where your unique skills and interests 
can flourish. 

The Archdiocese has one of the largest number of 
volunteer groups throughout the state - around 
10,000 people.  This from both volunteers in parishes 
and by virtue of the work with Centacare. 

We acknowledge and thank all of our volunteers who 
give so much of their time to serve this community. 
We are most appreciative and grateful for your 
contribution to parish life. 

Candle Vigil for Domestic Violence Awareness 
May is the month of Mary, Mother of 
Jesus, Crucified and Risen!   

How appropriate it is for us in our 
needy society that May is also 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
- for learning, prayer and action. 

On Friday 31 May at 6.00pm, come to 
Regina Caeli, 81 Waverley Rd, Camp 
Hill for a Candle Vigil beginning with 
your hilltop view over Brisbane. 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Sunday 2 June we will celebrate the 
Solemnity of The Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ, known to many as Corpus 
Christi.  There will be Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament in the Church at the 
following times over 1-2 June: 

 After Saturday 6.00pm Mass for 1 hour 
 Between the Sunday 7.00am & 9.00am Masses 

 Between the Sunday 9.00am & 10.30am Masses 

Everyone is invited to take the opportunity to spend 
some time in quiet prayer. 
 

Corpus Christi Procession 
The Corpus Christi Procession will be held at the 
Cathedral of Stephen and the surrounding streets in 
the Brisbane CBD from 2.00pm on Sunday 2 June. 

Information Flyers 
Flyers are available with details about the 
Procession, Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition & Vigil. 

Petition Booklet 
A Petition Booklet is available for Parishioners to 
write their intentions.  This booklet will be presented 
at the end of the Procession in the Cathedral  

Bus Information & Bookings 
There will be a bus departing from Our Lady of 
Graces to the Corpus Christi Procession at 1.00pm 
on Sunday 2 June.  The bus will depart the Cathedral 
at 4.15pm.  Cost for the bus are $5 return per person, 
$10 return per family (up to 3 children) & $20 return 
per family (4 children and over). 

To book and pay for the bus, you can visit the Parish 
Office where a folder will be located.  Alternatively, 
you can contact Caroline on 0411 863 850 or Arlene 
on 0403 540 948 to book and for further information. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Monday 20 May 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 21 May 
NO 6.30AM MASS DUE TO CRANE LIFT 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
Wednesday 22 May 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Sunday 26 May 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 

NO 6.30am Mass - Tuesday 21 May 
This Tuesday, 21 May, a crane, semi-trailer and 
flatbed truck will be onsite from 4.00am to deliver 
the new roofing materials for the next Stage of the 
Roof Work.  They aim to be off-site by 7.00am.   

Due to the number of vehicles that will be onsite 
between 4.00am-7.00am, and for the safety of 
parishioners, there will be NO 6.30AM Mass this 
Tuesday. 

The 9.00am Mass this Tuesday will still be held as 
per usual. 

For 6.30am Mass parishioners who can only 
attend an early morning Mass, due to other 
commitments, St Thomas the Apostle Parish, 
Camp Hill has a Tuesday 7.00am Mass. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Archdiocese of Brisbane 
SYNOD24 

“I am making all things new” 
This year the Archdiocese will 
celebrate SYNOD24 to mark the 
Implementation Phase of the Plenary Council. 
Together we’ll discern the practical and Spirit-led 
actions that we, as the Archdiocese of Brisbane, 
need to undertake to be a more co-responsible 
church on mission. These actions will take into 
consideration what is already happening across the 
Archdiocese that should be affirmed, what learnings 
can be harnessed and shared, and where the gaps 
and needs are. 

SYNOD24 will take place over two sessions, 6 & 7 
September and 11 & 12 October, with the Opening 
and Closing Masses open to the public. 

More information on the SYNOD24 journey will be 
released regularly. Go to www.aobsynod2024.com 
to refresh yourself on the Plenary Journey so far 
and to learn more about SYNOD24. 

 

Synodality and the Life of the Parish 
The Jesuits in Brisbane and holding a talk on 
Synodality and the Life of the Parish on Friday  
24 May, 7.30pm-9pm at St Ignatius Church, 
Kensington Terrace, Toowong.  Hear from a leading 
African theologian, Fr Agbonkhianmeghe E. Orobator 
SJ, and two local experts, Fr Orm Rush and 
Associate Professor Maeve Heaney.  There will be 
plenty of time for Q&A! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SYNOD24 PRAYER 
Creator Spirit, whose breathe of life  

makes all things new. 

We gather around Your table of communion,  
as many parts of one body,  

grounded in the hope, joy and mission  
of the Risen Christ. 

We open our minds and hearts, so we can be 
nourished and enlivened by Your presence, ready  

to be the hope, joy and mission of the Risen Christ. 

We mark space for the many stories of hurt, 
exclusion and silence of those within, and on the 

very edges of our communities, so we may be  
in service of the hope, hoy and mission  

of the Risen Christ. 

As you breath of life flows in us and through us, may 
we be a vessel for Your bold creativity so we may 

be the hands and feet of the hope, joy and mission 
of the Risen Christ. 

We ask this in the name of the Risen Christ, Amen. 
 
Reclaim Retreat is 3 days and 2 nights, for young 
adults (18-30) to get out of town, meetup with friends, 
make some new ones and make space for God. 

When was the last time you gave yourself space to 
rest? To restore not just your body, but your mind, 
soul and heart. When you aren’t rushing and are 
unplugged & unoccupied - what will God say to you? 

When & Where: 5-7July, 2024 on the Sunshine Coast 
Tickets available at www.tinyurl.com/ReclaimRt24 

From the Parish Social Justice Committee: Domestic Violence Prevention Month 

The month of May is not only the month of Mary – it is Domestic 
Violence Prevention Month – and how appropriate.  Mary is the 
advocate of all mothers and children – as should we also be. 

The statistics on the right hand are very disturbing.  Domestic 
Violence is a big problem in this country and we all have a 
responsibility to do something about it. 
 

How can you help? 

 Call out any disrespectful behaviour towards women and girls (even jokes). 

 Encourage gender equality in the treatment of both young girls and boys. 

 Do not judge.  People of all ages, socio economic backgrounds and genders, are victims of domestic 
violence.  Violent partners are often very manipulative, controlling and threatening and women are trapped 
in these relationships making escaping extremely difficult. 

 Show compassion and empathy. 

 If someone discloses to you that they are in a violent relationship or you become aware of the fact – don’t 
just tell them to leave. If they feel unsafe at home, support them in seeking help from one of the 
organisations listed below.  Note that when women or men leave violent relationships, it is then that they 
are most at risk of being killed by their partner. 

 If you or anyone you know is experiencing any forms of abuse – emotional, psychological, physical or 
sexual – seek help by calling one of the phone numbers below. 

 Do not ignore the signs – if you hear or see something you believe to be abuse – please call the police 
and get help – it could mean the difference between life and death. 

 

Find telephone and online support at the numbers and websites below 

 1800RESPECT: 1800 737 732  https://www.1800respect.org.au/help-and-support/ 

 No to Violence Men’s Referral Service (MRS): 1300 766 491  http://mrs.org.au/ 

 Kids Helpline: 1800 55 1800  http://www.kidshelp.com.au/ 

 Q Life: 1800 184 527  https://qlife.org.au/ 

 The National Disability Abuse and Neglect Hotline (the Hotline): 1800 880 052 
https://www.jobaccess.gov.au/service-providers/making-complaint-and-reporting-abuse-and-neglect 

 ELDERHelp: 1800 353 374 

http://www.aobsynod2024.com/
http://www.tinyurl.com/ReclaimRt24
https://www.1800respect.org.au/help-and-support/
http://mrs.org.au/
http://www.kidshelp.com.au/
https://qlife.org.au/
https://www.jobaccess.gov.au/service-providers/making-complaint-and-reporting-abuse-and-neglect


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 


