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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
This passage makes up the concluding 
verses of the Gospel of Mark. Actually, 
literary criticism of the Mark gospel suggests 
that the original gospel ended at 16:8 with the 
women fleeing from the empty tomb in fear. 
Verses 9-20 appear to be a later addition to 
the gospel. The community in which this 
gospel was written expected Jesus to return 
within their lifetime and so the dramatic and 
suspenseful conclusion of the gospel at the 
discovery of the empty tomb makes perfect 
sense. However, it soon became apparent 
that Jesus’ return was not going to come as soon as the believers had 
hoped and so the post-resurrection appearances and the commissioning 
to continue on with Jesus’ work became much more important. 

If we were to read this passage literally, we would believe that to be a 
Christian one had to be able to perform exorcisms, speak in tongues, 
handle snakes, drink poison and heal by touch. If this were literally true, I 
guess there wouldn’t be too many Christians around today! Rather, the 
purpose of the passage is that Jesus sends his followers out ‘to the whole 
world’ to continue his ministry. It is the ‘whole world’ to which they are sent; 
not just their cosy little corner of the world but the whole world. It’s what 
Christian people for the last 2,000 years have been called to do: continue 
Jesus’ ministry to the whole world. It’s what each and every one of us is 
called to do today: ‘proclaim the Good News to all creation’. That doesn’t 
mean standing on street corners with a Bible in our hands but it means 
proclaiming the Good News through our everyday actions and by being 
open and honest about our faith. It means treating all people as Jesus 
would. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing of Mothers on Mother’s Day 
Loving God, as a mother gives life and nourishment  
to her children, so you watch over your Church.  
Bless these women, that they may be strengthened as 
Christian mothers.  Let the example of their faith and love 
shine forth.  Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may 
honour them always with a spirit of profound respect.  
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The English translation of Book of Blessings © 1987, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Mary Osmond, Karen Egan, Kim Simpson, David Eaton, 
Liam O’Brien, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney, Riley 
Dwyer, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van 
der Heide those whose anniversaries occur around 
this time Una Kenny, Doreen Kennedy, Vincent Joseph 
Anthony Petralia, Rosetta Jorgesen, Greg Perkins, 
Rosa Copani, and the recently deceased Graham 
Allen, Nora Quiles Lynn, Eduardo Sason, Pamela 
O’Reilly, Keith Druery 
 

Archdiocesan Annual Mass Count 
During the Month of May we will be counting the 
number of people that attend the Sunday Masses as 
part of the Archdiocesan Annual Mass Count.  These 
figures help to understand how many people are 
being reached out to in the local community, and 
across the whole Archdiocese. 
 

Parish Shop Volunteers 
We are looking for volunteers who would be willing to 
open-up and sell items from the Parish Shop at the 
Saturday 6.00pm and the Sunday 5.30pm Masses.  
If you are interested in volunteering in the Parish 
Shop, please contact the Parish Office. 
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service 
The Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity in Australia is 
observed in the week between 
The Ascension of the Lord and 
Pentecost Sunday.  The theme 
for the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unit in 2024 was 
chosen by a working group 
from Burkina Faso. “You shall love the Lord your God 
... and your neighbour as yourself?” (Luke10:27) 

Celebrating 150 years of the Cathedral of Stephen 
and coinciding with the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, you are invited to gather in thanksgiving for our 
unity in baptism and our common mission to proclaim 
the Good News of Jesus Christ in the Heart of the 
City on Friday 17 May, 6.00pm at the Cathedral of 
St Stephen. 

Fr Alex on Leave 
Fr Alex will be away on some well deserved leave 
from Monday 13 May to Friday 24 May, heading back 
to New Zealand to visit family and friends.  We pray 
that Fr Alex has a safe trip & comes back refreshed. 
 

Weekend Masses: 18-19 May 
Please note that all Masses on the weekend of 
Saturday 18 May and Sunday 19 May will be held in 
the Dominic Centre due to the Asbestos Removal 
Works on the Church Roof. 
 

Reconciliation: 18 May 
Please note that there will be NO Reconciliation on 
Saturday 18 May at 8.30am & 5.30pm due to the 
Works on the Church Roof. 
 

Dominican Laity 
There will be NO Dominican Laity on Saturday  
18 May due to the Works on the Church Roof. 
 

Pentecost Sunday 
Next Sunday, 19 May, is Pentecost 
Sunday, known as the Birthday of the 
Church, and is the last day of the 
Season of Easter.  

To get into the spirit of our celebration, you may want 
to consider wearing an item of red clothing to Mass 
next weekend.  If so, try and find some time this week 
to decide what that piece of red clothing might be. 
 

Feast of San Filippo Siriaco 
The Inaugural Feast for San Filippo Siriaco, patron 
saint of Calatabiano, will be incorporated into the 
10.30am Italian Mass next Sunday, 19 May.  This will 
be followed by a procession of the Saint’s Standard. 

Lunch, in support of Brain Research, will be held at 
the Brisabne Abruzzo Club (Fursden Rd, Carina) at 
12.30pm.  Cost is $65 per person ($30 for children 
under 10), which includes a 4 Course Lunch, Lucky 
Door, Raffle, and entertainment by Fortunato and his 
Band.  For lunch bookings, speak to Anna Di Stasi, 
email stphilip.assoc.qld@outlook.com or call the 
Parish Office for Anna’s mobile number. 
 

Prayers to End Abortion 
There will be NO Prayers to End Abortion on Sunday 
19 May due to the Works on the Church Roof. 
 

Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass 
There will be NO children’s ministries at the Sunday 
5.30pm on 19 May due to the Roof Works on the 
Church.  Also the Sausage Sizzle after Mass on 
Sunday 19 May has been cancelled. 
 

6.30am Mass - Tuesday 21 May 
There will be NO 6.30am Mass on Tuesday 21 May 
due the delivery of the new roofing materials for the 
next Stages of the Work on the Church Roof and for 
the safety of parishioners. 

The 9am Mass on 21 May will still be held as usual. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 12 May 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
Monday 13 May 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 14 May 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
Wednesday 15 May 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Thursday 16 May 
- 9.45am Two Hearts Prayer Group – Library 
- 6.00pm Alpha Young Adults – Library &  

Hospitality Area 

St Vincent de Paul 
St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina  BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

To donate non-perishable food, you are welcome to leave in the baskets at the church door on weekends or 
drop into the Parish Office during the week. 

mailto:stphilip.assoc.qld@outlook.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Corpus Christi Procession 
The Corpus Christi Procession will be held at the 
Cathedral of Stephen and the surrounding streets in 
the Brisbane CBD from 2.00pm on Sunday 2 June. 

Information Flyers 
Flyers are available from the table near the main door 
of the Church with details about the Procession, 
Eucharistic Miracles Exhibition & Vigil Adoration. 

Petition Booklet 
A Petition Booklet is available in the Church during 
May for Parishioners to write their intentions.  This 
booklet will be presented at the end of the Procession 
in the Cathedral of St Stephen 

Bus Information & Bookings 
There will be a bus departing from Our Lady of 
Graces to the Corpus Christi Procession at 1.00pm 
on Sunday 2 June.  The bus will depart the Cathedral 
at 4.15pm.  Cost for the bus are $5 return per person, 
$10 return per family (up to 3 children) & $20 return 
per family (4 children and over). 

To book and pay for the bus, you can visit the Parish 
Office where a folder will be located.  Alternatively, 
you can contact Caroline on 0411 863 850 or Arlene 
on 0403 540 948 to book and for further information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

San Sisto College Open Evening 
San Sisto College invites you to their upcoming Open 
Evening on Thursday 16 May, 4pm-7pm. 

You will have the opportunity to meet students and 
teachers, tour our stunning campus and facilities.   
Visit www.sansisto.qld.edu.au to register. 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
Queensland Churches Together Commission for 
Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence and 
Abuse resources are available on QCT’s website 
www.qct.org.au/resources-links/domestic-
family-violence-resources. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Works on Replacing the Church Roof 
The following below is subject to fine weather. 

ASBESTOS REMOVAL 
The next stage of the Asbestos Removal from the Church Roof will be happening over 
the weekend of Saturday 18 May and Sunday 19 May.  During the Asbestos Removal, 
the Church will be closed.  All Weekend Masses will be moved to the Dominic Centre 
for Saturday 18 May and Sunday 19 May. 

If it is raining, then the Asbestos Removal will need to be rescheduled for the weekend of Saturday 25 May 
and Sunday 26 May (subject to the availability of the Asbestos Removal Team). 

The Asbestos Removal is being done by an Asbestos Removal company, and will be tightly managed under 
Queensland Government Asbestos removal regulations.  The Asbestos to be removed is Bonded Asbestos.  
On the specific days when the Asbestos is being removed there will be signage, a 10 metre exclusion zone 
and independent air monitoring will be in place. 

For anyone who requires further information regarding the Asbestos Removal, including a Fact Sheet about 
Bonded Asbestos and the Asbestos Removal Controls that will be in place, please contact the Parish Office. 
 
CRANE LIFT 
On Tuesday 21 May a crane, semi-trailer and flatbed truck will be onsite from 4am to deliver the new roofing 
materials for the next Stages of the Roof Work.  They aim to be off-site by 7am.  Due to the number of 
vehicles that will be onsite and the safety of parishioners, there will be NO 6.30AM Mass on Tuesday  
21 May.  The 9.00am Mass on Tuesday 21 May will be held as per usual. 
 

Thank you for your patience and understanding while this work takes place.   

Dominic Centre Set-Up and Pack-Up for Saturday 18 May and Sunday 19 May 
We need your assistance to help set-up and pack-up the chairs for all the Weekend Masses that will be 

held in the Dominic Centre on Saturday 18 May and Sunday 19 May. 

SET-UP: Friday 17 May, 7.30pm PACK-UP: Sunday 19 May, after 5.30pm Mass 

Please come along if you can lend a hand to assist. 

150th Anniversary of  
the Cathedral of St Stephen 

Return of the Message Stick &  
Commemoration of 150th 
Anniversary 
Friday 17 May, 12.30pm Mass. 
Light refreshments will be provided 
following 12.30pm Mass. 

Ecumenical Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Friday 17 May, 6pm.  Featuring the Inter-church 
choir.  Light refreshments will be provided 
following the service. 

Golden Jubilee of Priestly Ordination  
– Archbishop Mark Coleridge 
Saturday 18 May, 11.30am Mass 

Vigil of Pentecost 
Saturday 18 May, 6pm Mass 

Pentecost Sunday – 150th Celebration 
Sunday 19 May, 10.30am Mass.   
Light refreshments will be available in the precinct 
following 10.30am Mass. 

http://www.sansisto.qld.edu.au/
http://www.qct.org.au/resources-links/domestic-family-violence-resources
http://www.qct.org.au/resources-links/domestic-family-violence-resources


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 


