
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 39   No. 16                   4th Sunday of Easter                  21 April 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter 
The image of Jesus as the good shepherd 
is such a familiar image that it can 
sometimes become over-familiar and 
cease to engage us. Countless works of 
art have presented this image literally, 
picturing Jesus as a shepherd with a crook 
and surrounded by sheep or even with a 
lamb draped around the back of his neck. 
The image from this week’s gospel often 
gets merged with the image from the 
parable of the lost sheep that appears in 
the gospels of Luke (15:1-7) and Matthew (18:10-14) where artists 
frequently place Jesus as the hero of his own parable and portray him 
as the ‘good shepherd’ going out to retrieve the one lost sheep. Such 
amalgamations of different gospel images can become very confusing. 
Some of this confusion and literal interpretation stems from the gospel 
writer’s choice of metaphoric language. In the gospel, Jesus says, ‘I am 
the good shepherd’, not ‘I am like the good shepherd’. The writer’s use 
of metaphor, rather than simile, provides a much more compelling 
image but can result in a more literal interpretation. 

The emphasis of the image is on the adjective. Jesus is the good 
shepherd. Shepherds generally were not regarded as particularly good 
people – more like the scum of the earth! – so the choice of image is a 
deliberate one to unsettle the listeners. Unlike their normal expectation 
of shepherds – cut-throats who would run away at the first sign of 
danger – Jesus is the good shepherd: the one who does not abandon 
his flock; the one who has concern for his sheep; the one who will lay 
down his own life for his sheep. The final verses of the passage make 
an interesting extension to the image of shepherd and sheep. Unlike 
the ‘sacrificial lamb’, the good shepherd chooses to lay down his life 
and also has the power to take it up again. 
 
 
 
 
 

ANZAC Day Mass - Thursday 25 April, 8am in the Church 

The Ode 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Graham Allen, Kim Simpson, David Eaton, Liam 
O’Brien, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney, Riley 
Dwyer, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, Hein van 
der Heide those whose anniversaries occur around 
this time Barry O'Connor, Lawrie Sutherland, Colleen 
Rossow, Kay Whitby, Kathy Stone, Jean Nolan, 
Frances Long, Carmelo Gugliotta, Peter Storey, Eileen 
Sweeney, Marie McMillen, Jacqueline Falcon-Green, 
Mary Sue Carroll, Gerald Cummins, Ron & Mavis 
Steele, Colin Grieshaber and the recently deceased 
Eduardo Sason, Pamela O’Reilly, Keith Druery,  
Fr Marty Larsen, Amara Blacker 

Easter Holy Water is available from the container in 
front of the Baptism Font.  You are more than 
welcome to bring a bottle to collect some Easter Holy 
Water to bless your homes. 
 

Sacramental Program 2024 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 

Confirmation Family Activity Session 3 

 Sunday 21 April, 2pm-3.30pm (Option 1) 

 Tuesday 23 April, 3.30pm-5pm (Option 2) 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation – Giving of the Creed 
This weekend we welcome the children preparing for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation, together with their 
families, who will be presented with a copy of the 
Creed. 
 

Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass 
Thank you to the children, and their families, who 
have helped assist in some of the ministries at the 
Parish Kids’ Mass this weekend. 
 

ANZAC Day 
Mass this Thursday, 25 April, will be celebrated at 
8.00am in the Church (no 6.30am or 9.00am), as we 
honour and remember those who are serving and 
those who have served. 

Please note that the Parish Office will also be closed 
due to the Public Holiday. 
 

Parish Shop News 
Are you looking for a gift/card for a family member 
who is celebrating a Sacrament this year? 

Look no further than the Parish Shop.  There are a 
number of gift options and cards for the Sacraments 
of Baptism, Confirmation & First Holy Communion 
that are available for purchase. 
 

Parish Shop Volunteers 
We are looking for volunteers who would be willing to 
open-up and sell items from the Parish Shop at the 
Saturday 6.00pm Mass and the Sunday 5.30pm 
Mass.   

If you are interested in volunteering in the Parish 
Shop at either of these Masses or for further 
information, please contact the Parish Office. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 21 April 
- 12.30pm Prayers to End Abortion – Church 
- 2.00pm Confirmation Session 3 – Church 
- 5.30pm Kids’ Mass – Church 
Monday 22 April 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 23 April 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 3.30pm Confirmation Session 3 – Church 
- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul – Aquinas Room 
Wednesday 24 April 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Thursday 25 April 
- 8.00am Mass Only & Parish Office Closed 
Saturday 27 April 
- 10.00am Baptisms – Church 
Sunday 28 April 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 12.30pm Prayers to End Abortion – Church 

St Vincent de Paul 

Holy Thursday Collection – Thank You 
St Vincent de Paul says thank you to those who 
contributed to the collection on Holy Thursday to 
support the local conference.  Your donations are 
much appreciated. 

Meeting 
The next meeting of St Vincent de Paul will be 
held this Tuesday, 23 April, 7.00pm in the Aquinas 
Room (access via the Church and down the internal 

stairs). New members are more than welcome. 

Donations 
St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina  
BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 

To donate non-perishable food, you are welcome 
to leave in the baskets at the church door on 
weekends or drop into the Parish Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today is World Day of Prayer for Vocations.   
During this time we pray for vocations,  including 
to the priesthood and religious life, and in 
particular to our Dominican Family. 

If you know a young man who may be called to the 
vocation of a Dominican Friar, further information 
can be obtained by emailing vocations@op.org.au, 
www.facebook.com/DominicanFriarsAustralasia, or 
speaking to one of the Dominican Friars here at 
the parish. 

The Archdiocese has also provided 2024 
Seminarians & Priests Prayer Calendars.  These 
are available from the table near the main door of 
the Church.  Contact details for the Vocation 
Brisbane office:  vocation@bne.catholic.net.au, 
1300 133 544, or www.vocationbrisbane.com 

http://www.facebook.com/DominicanFriarsAustralasia/
mailto:vocation@bne.catholic.net.au
http://www.vocationbrisbane.com/


Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word will be 
held next Sunday, 28 April, during 
9am Mass. All primary school aged 
children are welcome to attend. 
 
Prayers to End Abortion 
An Easter effort to pray for all who have been touched 
by abortion is being held each Sunday of Easter, 
12.30pm-1.30pm.  The only exception is Sunday 12 
May will be on Saturday 11 May due to Mother’s Day. 

Spend one hour a week for the Risen Lord and Our 
Lady.  These prayers include the Rosary and Divine 
Mercy Chaplet with intentions for all those touched by 
abortion.  All are invited to come to these prayers  
in front of the Blessed Sacrament at the Church.   
For further information, contact James Grieshaber on 
3324 8015. 
 

Parish 500 Card Group 
The 500 Card Group will next meet on Friday 3 May, 
7.00pm, in the Aquinas Room (access via the Church 

and down the internal stairs).  All are welcome. 
 

Brisbane East Deanery Scripture Group 

The Brisbane East Deanery will begin the Unlocking 
the Mystery of the Bible study by Jeff Cavins in the 
week starting the 3 June with daytime sessions on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays and evening sessions 
on Tuesdays and Fridays, and will run for 8 weeks. 
Through the fourteen narrative books of the Bible, 
this foundational study traces Salvation History from 
Adam and Eve to Christ and the Church.  

For more information or to register your interest, 
speak to Louise Simento or contact the Parish Office. 
 

Year of Prayer Cards 
Pope Francis has invited the 
whole Church to celebrate a 
Year of Prayer to prepare for the 
Year of Jubilee next year.   
We are being called by Pope 
Francis to go deeper into the 
experience of listening to God, 
speaking to God, being one with God in silence. 

As a way into a deepening experience of prayer, 
Archbishop Mark has written a prayer that comes 
from his own listening to God.  The Archdiocese has 
produced Archbishop Mark’s prayer onto prayer 
cards, which are available from the table near the 
main door of the Church. 
 

Cathedral of St Stephen 150 Years 
Event Guide 
The Cathedral of Stephen has 
produced a guide for the remaining 
events over the next two months for 
the 150 year celebrations.  Copies of 
the event guide are available from the 
table near the main door of the Church. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Catholic Mission - World Mission May Rosary 
Prayers sessions 
Embrace the power of prayer with the World Mission 
Rosary Prayers throughout May, a time to honour 
Mother Mary. Join us online as we unite in faith and 
mission, offering our prayers with the global Catholic 
community. 

 When: Monday to Friday during May, 2pm 

 Join Zoom Meeting: https://tinyurl.com/cmprayer 

 Meeting ID: 893 8798 2280 

 Password: 876574 
 

Cathedral of St Stephen 150 Years Concerts 
To celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the Cathedral 
of St Stephen, the Queensland Symphony Orchestra, 
conducted by Umberto Clerící, will perform  
3 concerts in the Cathedral. 

 Friday 10 May, 7.30pm 

 Saturday 11 May, 1.30pm & 7.30pm 

Tickets: https://qso.com.au/events/2024/special-
events/special-event-mozart-mas 

 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter  
- 50th Year Celebration Mass and High Tea 
This year Marriage Encounter celebrates 50 years 
since it arrived in Australia. To mark the occasion, we 
are inviting all couples and priests who have attended 
a marriage encounter or been involved in Antioch or 
Engaged Encounter to attend a special Mass 
followed by high tea.  Guests are asked to bring a 
plate to share. 

 When: Thursday 25 May, 1.00 pm 

 Where: The Hub, 58 Opperman Drive,  
         Springfield Lakes 

 RSVP: Leisha Razario & Joseph Deasmen 
0481 307 821 / qldbookings@wwme.org.au 

 

Xavier School of Mission 
A Unique Opportunity to Grow in Our Understanding 
and Practice of Synodality and Mission 

We are delighted to have speakers who were in 
Rome participating in the Synod conversation.  The 
speakers will share their experiences of the Synod 
and the connection between synodality and mission. 
Each day will begin and end with experiences of 
prayer. Event dates are Sunday 9 June to Friday 14 
June. Contact us now for registrations and for more 
information at the website of the Holy Spirit Seminary 
https://www.seminary.catholic.net.au/xavier-school-
of-mission or email xaviercentre@acu.edu.au. 
 

Agnus Day – The Lectionary Comic Strip 

 
Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 

https://tinyurl.com/cmprayer
https://qso.com.au/events/2024/special-events/special-event-mozart-mas
https://qso.com.au/events/2024/special-events/special-event-mozart-mas
mailto:qldbookings@wwme.org.au
https://www.seminary.catholic.net.au/xavier-school-of-mission
https://www.seminary.catholic.net.au/xavier-school-of-mission
mailto:xaviercentre@acu.edu.au
http://www.agnusday.org/


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 


