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The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land

on which our parish stands.

Reflection written by Michael McGirr

We have all lived through a great deal of
change. Even young people have seen
plenty. ChatGPT is a recent development
and so are electric cars. Older people can
remember having a phone plugged into a
socket that you couldn’t carry around with
you. Sometimes we have discussions about
the good old days. They are often tinged

Memory graduated with an Advanced

with nostalgia for things we miss and
gratitude for improvements. We no longer
need to buy film for our cameras or change

Certificate in Carpentry and Joinery
becoming the first female carpenter
from her village. Photo: Tim
Lam/Caritas Australia.
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typewriter ribbons. Climate change is
deeply troubling. Many medical improvements are inspiring.

Change can certainly be frightening. It can also be an occasion of great hope.
Jesus seems to have understood this. Nicodemus comes across as a
character who is looking for change in his life, but he is nervous about it, so
he comes to see Jesus under cover of darkness. Earlier in the chapter, Jesus
uses the image of being born again. Of starting all over again. It is a dramatic
description of change.

Jesus says that the light has come into the world and that people prefer the
same old darkness. They are set in their ways.

Every Lent, through Project Compassion, Caritas Australia asks us to help
bring light into the world and to make positive change. An example is
presented to us this week in the story of Memory, a young woman from rural
Malawi, the eldest child in a family living at the level of subsistence farming.

Listen to some of Memory’s words: 'Growing up in the village was not easy.
My parents don’t have a job, so they depend on farming. When the season
goes wrong, we suffer a lot and become food insecure. Sometimes we need
to bathe without soap. Sometimes we need to walk without shoes.’

With the support of Caritas Australia and its partner the Catholic Development
Commission in Malawi (CADECOM), Memory was able to enrol at a technical
college where she learnt practical skills in carpentry. A new life became
possible. She can now realise her full potential and offer more to her family
and her community.

Today, the letter to the Ephesians reminds us that every person is ‘God’s
work of art.” God is the artist who never signs off on a painting but is always
trying to make it better. Perhaps we can see the world in the same way.

You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes
available in the Church, calling 1800 024 413, or caritas.org.au/project-compassion
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PARISH HAPPENINGS

LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday 10 March
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word — Library
Monday 11 March
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group — Church
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church — Library
Tuesday 12 March
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup
— Hospitality Area

- 3.30pm RCIA — Library

- 7.00pm St Vincent de Paul — Aquinas Room
Wednesday 13 March

- 9.45am Novena: OLPH — Library

- 6.00pm OLOG Diners — Camp Hill Hotel

- 6.30pm Legion of Mary — Library

- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church — Church
Thursday 14 March

- 6.00pm Alpha Young Adults — Library
Friday 15 March

- 7.00pm Stations of the Cross — Church
Saturday 16 March

- 3.00pm Dominican Laity — Library

Sunday 17 March

- 2.00pm Confirmation Session 2 — Church

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick
Liam O’Brien, Ancilla Richards, Jocelyn Bonney, Riley
Dwyer, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Caroline Massa, Pamela
O'Reilly, Hein van der Heide those whose
anniversaries occur around this time John Rovere,
Fr Joe Wilson OP, Bernard Williams, Mary (Molly) Karl,
Frank King, Maria Braidotti, Frank Leeson and the
recently deceased Angelo Borin, Firmina Borin,
Ted Carey, Luz Lopez.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is being held
TODAY, Sunday 10 March, during 9am Mass and
then on Sunday 24 March. All primary school aged
children are welcome to attend.

Evening Prayer of the Church: Throughout the
Season of Lent, Evening Prayer of the Church will be
held at 7.00pm on Monday & Wednesday evenings.

St Vincent de Paul

The next meeting of St Vincent de Paul will be
held this Tuesday, 12 March, 7.00pm in the
Aquinas Room (room underneath the Church).
New members are more than welcome to attend.

St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina
BSB: 064 786 Account Number: 100026584

To donate non-perishable food, you are welcome
to leave in the baskets at the church door on
weekends or drop into the Parish Office.

OLOG Diners will meet at 6.00pm this Wednesday,
13 March, at the Camp Hill Hotel Bistro (724 Old
Cleveland Road, Camp Hill). Parking is available at
the hotel. All parishioners are welcome.

Sacramental Program 2024
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old)
Confirmation Family Activity Session 2
e Sunday 17 March, 2pm-3.30pm (Option 1)
e Tuesday 19 March, 3.30pm-5pm (Option 2)

LENT
Stations of the Cross
Friday evenings, 7.00pm, in the Church.

Lenten Books
Pieta (Diocese of Wollongong): $10
A Resurrected Life (Archdiocese of Brisbane): $7
Available from the Parish Shop & Parish Office.

Project Compassion Boxes and Envelopes
Available in the Church.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Sacramental of Penance is an excellent way
to conclude the penitential season of Lent. The
instruction says, ‘It is best the Sacrament of
Reconciliation be celebrated before Holy
Thursday evening so that, with heart and mind
renewed, all may focus on the celebration of the
Paschal Mystery.”

With the above in mind, we
encourage those who would like
to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation to do so before the
Triduum. You can do this in one
of the following ways:

e Saturdays at 8.30am & 5.30pm in the
Parish Library
e By appointment - contact the Parish Office

For those unable to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation prior to the Triduum, the only
opportunity during the Triduum for the Sacrament
will be on Good Friday after Stations of the Cross.

For parishioners looking for the 2nd Rite of
Reconciliation, please contact the neighbouring

parishes in the Brisbane East Deanery.

Chrism Mass

Archbishop Mark Coleridge invites you to the annual
Chrism Mass to be held at the Cathedral of
St Stephen on Thursday 21 March at 7.00pm.

This Mass is a celebration for the whole Archdiocese,
and everyone is welcome. The Cathedral car park
will be available from 6.00pm.

A light supper will be served following the Mass.

Working Bee

Our next parish working bee is scheduled
for Saturday 23 March, 7.00am onwards.
This is to prepare the church and grounds
for Holy Week and Easter.

Palm Fronds & Cyprus Pine Branches
Do you have palm trees or cypress pine
trees at home? If you do, we would
appreciate any palm fronds or small »
cypress pine cuttings for Palm Sunday /
(23-24 March). ; jé\\\
Please contact the parish office if you are able to
assist with palm fronds or cypress pine cuttings. We
require the cuttings to be dropped-off on either Friday
22 March or early Saturday morning 23 March.

The church will be decorated for Palm Sunday on
Saturday 23 March, 9.00am. Please come along if
you can assist with decorating the Church.




Update on the Church Roof Project
This past week has seen the painting of the
Church Spire and Cross, and the removal of
Asbestos from the four Vertical Nib Walls around
the Church Spire.

The following work is planned over the next two

weeks, prior to Palm Sunday:

e Installation of a New Stainless Steel Roof
around the bottom of the spire (above the large
speaker in the ceiling of the Church)

e Work on the 4 Vertical Nib Walls around the
Church Spire, where Asbestos was removed

¢ Installation of LED Lighting to the Cross on the
Spire

Photos of the Project

On one of the noticeboards outside of main door

of the Church, a space has been created to

display photos during the project. Also included in
the display are a couple of photos of what the

Church will look like once the project is completed.

Car Park Spaces near the Parish Office
A reminder that the car park spaces between the
Church and the Parish Office are blocked off on
Weekdays. These car park spaces are reserved
for the builders. For those attending 9.00am Mass
on Weekdays, please allow some extra time to
find a space in the car park or a park on the street.

Thank you for your patience and understanding
while this work takes place.

Sacred Paschal Triduum
All indoor ceremonies will be held in the Church.

Holy Thursday [28 March]
7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
until 10pm

Good Friday [29 March]
10am Stations of the Cross [indoors & outdoors]
1st Rite of Reconciliation available
after Stations of the Cross
3pm Celebration of the Passion of the Lord
7pm ltalian Stations of the Cross

Holy Saturday [30 March]
7pm Easter Vigil in the Holy Night

Easter Sunday [31 March]
7am Mass, 9am Mass & 10.30am Italian Mass
Note: NO Evening Mass on Easter Sunday

Volunteers for the Sacred Paschal Triduum
The Parish Office Staff are starting to put together the
roster for the Triduum. We inviting parishioners who
may want to be involved in one of the following roles.
Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Holy Thursday)
e Have your foot washed during the Washing of Feet

Celebration of the Passion of the Lord

(Good Friday)

e Carrying a Symbol during the Passion Reading
Easter Vigil (Holy Saturday)

¢ Distributing individual candles prior to the Vigil

Please contact the Parish Office if you are interested
in one of the above roles.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Liturgy in Focus Lecture and Discussion Series
Fr Richard Leonard SJ
“Living Liturgy:

Being Sent Out on Mission to the World”
Nourished by word and sacrament at our weekly
Eucharist, the gathered community is sent out to live
and proclaim our faith, hope and love in Christ.
What does the world look like to which we are sent?
What liturgy might enable us to reclaim a missionary
energy that is hospitable, bold, inclusive and Catholic?

Wednesday 13 March, 7.00pm - 8.45pm
Hanly Room, beside the Cathedral of St Stephen
(parking available via Charlotte Street)

60 minute presentation, 20 minute tea/coffee/chat,
20 minute Q&A

$10 per individual or
$8 per ticket for bookings of 5 or more
https://liturgybrisbaneworkshops.weebly.com/richard
-leonard.html

Cathedral of St Stephen Lenten Concern Series
Thursdays at 12 noon. Admission is Free.

e 14 March — Dominic Perissinotto (organ)

e 21 March — Christopher Trikilis (organ)

St Patrick’s Day Mass - Cathedral of St Stephen
As St Patrick’s Day falls on a Sunday this year, the
Mass of the Feast of St Patrick will be celebrated on
Monday 18 March instead. The Mass on Sunday
17 March will be of that of the 5th Sunday of Lent and
liturgically has precedence.

The St Patrick’'s Day Parade Association who have
organised the Mass on St Patrick’'s Day for some
years now, nevertheless wish to acknowledge
St Patrick’s Day and so we invite you to the 10am
Mass, Sunday 17 March, in the Cathedral of St
Stephen. Refreshments will be provided following
the Mass.

The Annual St Patrick’s Day Parade will take place in
the City on Saturday 16 March starting at 10.30am.

Leading Young People through

the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Youth and Young Adults from across the
Archdiocese are invited to “RecoRally” on Friday
22 March, 6pm-8.30pm at Padua College, Kedron.
This will be a night of live music, games, inspirational
speakers, powerful prayer and the opportunity for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Registration is free and more information is available
at tinyurl.com/recorally24

RAP (Reconciliation Action Plan)
Networking Workshop
Saturday 6 April, 8.30am - 3.00pm
Dominic Centre, 100 Mayfield Road, Carina

RAP Networking Workshops provide the opportunity
for Parishes and Communities to recommit to
Reconciliation by coming together to chart a path
forward to deliver meaningful results through our
Reconciliation Action Plans.

Further details, including RSVP, will be provided in
the coming weeks.
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