
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 39   No. 7                  1st Sunday of Lent                  19 February 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Reflection written by Michael McGirr 
Mark’s Gospel is bold and challenging. It doesn’t beat around the bush. 
Throughout this year, there will be many Sundays when we really need to tune 
in because Mark’s Gospel doesn’t wait for the reader to be ready. It is right in 
your face, to use a modern expression. Sometimes Mark reminds us of the 
wise old person who doesn’t use many words, but every one of those words 
counts. There can’t be many books of so few pages that have had such a 
mighty impact on the world.  

Today, a few lines tell us that Jesus went into the desert for 40 days and ‘was 
tempted by Satan.’ He was ‘with the wild beasts’, meaning he was vulnerable 
as he was immersed in the natural world. This was surely an experience of 
struggle and growth. Then suddenly Jesus discovers that John the Baptist has 
been arrested. In a few lines, Mark creates the impression of a challenging 
time.  

How did Jesus respond? He seems to have been enlivened, to have decided 
to create change. He is full of energy and purpose. ‘The time has come,’ he 
says. In his vulnerability, he has discovered that ‘the kingdom of God is close 
at hand.’  

This year, through Project Compassion, Caritas Australia will ask us to 
consider several stories of vulnerability and hope in action. Over the coming 
weeks, we will meet a number of extraordinary women: Ronita from the 
Philippines, Leaia from Samoa and Memory from Malawi. They remind us that 
in many situations around the world, women are the heart of the community 
and the drivers of change. In each case, a partnership involving Caritas 
Australia and local agencies has led to new opportunities not just for an 
individual but for families and communities. The kingdom of God is, indeed, 
closer than we think. Together with Ronita, Leaia and Memory, our decisions 
help to bring it to reality around the globe.  

Perhaps we might spend time with the words of today’s Psalm: ‘God guides 
me in the right path; God teaches the Lord’s way to the poor.’ 
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Jocelyn Bonney, Riley Dwyer, Elliott Jones-Perrin, 
Caroline Massa, Pamela O’Reilly, Hein van der Heide 
those whose anniversaries occur around this time 
Maria Ky Le, Pelin Mayo, Neil Costello, Mary Axisa, 
Vincenzino Cavallaro, Paolo Faini, Mollie Dalton, Joan 
Druery, Maureen Birbeck, John Moss, Bob Marino, 
Rochelle Keen, Noel Boyle, Robert Kelly and the 
recently deceased Joan Collins, Maureen Duffy, 
Shirley Horwood, Carol Cameron Jackson. 
 

Front Page Reflection 
For the Season of Lent, the reflection on the front 
page of Spread the Word each week will be from 
Caritas Australia.  The reflection will link the readings 
of the day with the different stories of Project 
Compassion this Lent. 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation - Rite of Enrolment 

This weekend across the Sunday Masses, we 
welcome the children and their families for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation Rite of Enrolment. 

Evening Prayer of the Church 
Throughout the Season of Lent, Evening Prayer of 
the Church will be held on Monday and Wednesday 
evenings at 7.00pm.  Mondays will be held in the 
Parish Library and Wednesdays will be held in the 
Church. 

BED Scripture Group 
The Wednesday 10.30am BED Scripture Group will 
be moving to St Oliver Plunkett Church Hall, Cannon 
Hill, as this Wednesday, 21 February. 
 

Alpha Young Adult Group 
The Alpha Young Adult group, for 18-25 year olds, 
continues on Thursday evenings, 6.00pm-8.30pm, in 
the Parish Library with free food, fellowship, 
discussions and question-asking.  

For further information, contact the Parish Office on 
3398 2977 or carina@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Food Donations for Alpha Young Adult Group 
The Alpha Young Adult Group would welcome food 
donations to assist with their weekly meal on 
Thursday evenings.  This could be as simple as 
preparing a sauce to go on top of pasta or rice.  To 
assist, please contact the Parish Office on 3398 2977 
or carina@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

St Martin’s School Open Day 
Prospective families are warmly 
invited to join us on campus on Friday 
23 February, 9.00am onwards.  Enjoy 
a guided tour, explore our modern 
facilities and learn about our unique 
St Martin’s Carina school community. 

Have questions about the enrolment process or 
extra-curricular offerings? 

Come along and meet our staff. Limited places.  
Book online now: www.stmartinscarina.qld.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hours of Grace 
Hours of Grace is a chain of perpetual adoration  
that occurs during the Paschal season, from  
Ash Wednesday to Pentecost across many 
Australian cities. 

This year, we will be having Hours of Grace at our 
parish from 10am Friday 23 February until 10pm 
Saturday 24 February. 

A roster is available at the entrance of the church for 
those who wish to sign on in advance for a selected 
period of time. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Monday 19 February 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Library 
Tuesday 20 February 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 3.30pm RCIA – Library 
- 7.30pm Feast of St Gabriel Triduum – Church 
Wednesday 21 February 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
- 7.00pm Evening Prayer of the Church – Church 
- 7.30pm Feast of St Gabriel Triduum – Church 
Thursday 22 February 
- 6.00pm Alpha Young Adults – Library 
- 7.30pm Feast of St Gabriel Triduum – Church 
Friday 23 February 
- 7.00pm Stations of the Cross – Church 
Sunday 25 February 
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 10.30am Feast of St Gabriel Mass – Church 
- 2.00pm Confirmation Session 1 – Church 

LENT 
Stations of the Cross 

Friday evenings, 7.00pm, in the Church. 

Lenten Books 
Pieta (Diocese of Wollongong): $10 

A Resurrected Life (Archdiocese of Brisbane): $7 
Available from the Parish Shop & Parish Office. 

 
Project Compassion Boxes and Envelopes 

Available in the Church. 

New Mass Setting for Lent 
With the change of Season, we are introducing a 
new Mass Setting for Lent.  The Mass Setting 
chosen is Heritage Mass by Owen Alstott.  We will 
be singing the Holy, We Proclaim Your Death, 
Amen and Lamb of God. 

You can go online to YouTube to have a listen  
to Heritage Mass in preparation for Lent: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YX6cZ8uEP6A&list=
PLNyN1zEFWg3jHo7zpCrSMzPdiRKE4xm3q 

IMPORTANT: Car Park - Friday 9.00am Mass 
Parishioners are advised that parking may be 
limited for 9.00am Mass this Friday, 23 February, 
due to St Martin’s holding their School Open Day. 

We will do our best to ensure that the majority of 
the car parks marked CHURCH are left for those 
attending 9.00am Mass.  However you may wish 
to give yourself an extra few minutes, just in case 
you need to park down the street. 

mailto:carina@bne.catholic.net.au
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Feast of San Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother 
The 28th Anniversary Feast of San Gabriel of the 
Sorrowful Mother will be celebrated on Sunday  
25 February, 10:30am, at Our Lady of Graces Church 
with Mass and Procession.  In preparation for the 
Feast, there will be a Triduum on Tuesday 20, 
Wednesday 21 and Thursday 22 February at 
7:30pm.  Everyone is most welcome. 
 

Sacramental Program 2024 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Confirmation Family Activity Session 1 
• Sunday 26 February, 2pm-3.30pm (Option 2 
• Tuesday 28 February, 3.30pm-5pm (Option 1) 

Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old):  
Penance Session 1 
• Thursday 29 February, 4pm-6pm (Option 1) 
• Sunday 3 March, 2pm-4pm (Option 2) 
 

World Day of Prayer: This year our 
Parish is hosting World Day of Prayer 
for our local area.  The Ecumenical 
Service for this year has been prepared 
by the Christian women of Palestine.   

The World Day of Prayer service will be 
held on Saturday 2 March, 10.00am, 
in Our Lady of Graces Church. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil: We believe in the 
sanctity of life from the moment of conception. That's 
why 40 Days for Life in Brisbane is praying to end 
abortion through Lent. This year we start on 
Wednesday 14 February and continue until Sunday 
24 March. The physical prayer vigil is at 20 
Abbotsford Rd Bowen Hills (outside Bowen Hills train 
station). Further details: 40daysbrisbane@gmail.com 
/ https://40dfl.net/ 
 

Friday Evening Prayer during Lent 
You are invited to Regina Caeli Catholic Church  
(81 Waverley Rd, Camp Hill) for the six Friday 
evenings during Lent, 6.00pm – 6.40pm. 

Each gathering will focus on the upcoming Sunday 
Gospel, using a range of great prayer traditions we 
have received from both the scriptures and great 
saints including St Benedict, St Ignatius of Loyola and 
St Francis of Assisi.  You’ll be welcome!! There is 
plenty of space onsite for parking. 
 
Queensland Churches Together will be holding an 
Online Zoom Workshop Series entitled “Responding 
to Domestic Violence”.  Workshops will be held on 
Wednesdays 21 & 28 February and 6 March,  
7pm-8.30pm.  Register www.trybooking.com/COJMX  

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Works on Replacing the Church Roof 
As highlighted in Spread the Word the last two weekends, works on the replacing the Church 
Roof will commence this Monday 19 February, with scaffolding beginning to appear from 
this Sunday afternoon.  This work will be done in 3 Stages and take approximately 6 months 
to complete.  Stage 1 will involve work on the Church Spire, Stage 2 will involve the roof on the 
School side of the Church, and Stage 3 will involve the roof on the Mayfield Road side of the Church. 

Throughout the Roof Project, there may be sections of the inside of the Church blocked-off at times as an 
exclusion zone, as the contractors will be working on the section of roof above the exclusion zone. 

Church Access - Friday Evening, Saturday & Sunday 
Access to the Church will be as per normal from Friday evening through to Sunday evening each week.  
Saturday and Sunday Masses will be held in the Church as per usual.  Also, Stations of the Cross on Friday 
evenings during Lent will be held in the Church. 

Church Access - Monday Morning through to Friday Afternoon 
The use the Church on Weekdays will be very limited while the work is happening on the Church Roof.   
The Parish Office is currently in contact with each group that uses the Church on Weekdays to discuss 
appropriate arrangements over the next 6 months. 

Monday-Friday Masses 
6.30am & 9.00am Masses, as well as the various Prayer & Devotional Groups that meet after Masses, will be 
held in the Parish Library.  Overflow seating will be available in the Hospitality Area. 

Funerals 
We will not be able to accommodate Funerals at Our Lady of Graces Church on Weekdays when work on the 
roof is taking place. The Parish Office is working with the local Parishes in the Brisbane East Deanery for use 
of their Church for Funerals as the need arises. 

Parish Library Use 
For groups that currently use the Parish Library for their meetings, please be aware that the Library is now  
set-up for Weekday Masses for the next 6 months.  Any furniture that is moved for your meeting, will need to 
be returned to the way you found it. 

Access to the Wall of Remembrance 
For Stages 1 & 2 of the Roof Project, the grassed area behind the Church will be closed off with temporary 
fencing to access the Church Spire and Roof.  This means no access to the Wall of Remembrance. 

Car Park Spaces near the Parish Office 
All car park spaces between the Church and the Parish Office will be blocked off on Weekdays.  Some of the 
disabled car park spaces will, however, be available on Weekends. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding while this work takes place.   

Each week there will be updates as we work our way through the Church Roof Project. 
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