
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vol. 39   No. 5           5th Sunday in Ordinary Time           5 February 2024 
The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land 

on which our parish stands. 

Reflection for Word of God Sunday (Fr Tom Elich, Editor, Liturgy News) 

 

 

For many decades, the Catholic Church in Australia has taken part in National 
Bible Sunday organised on the third Sunday in July by Bible Society Australia. It 
is good that this is an ecumenical event since all Christian Churches hold the 
Scriptures in common. It is always listed among the special commemorations in 
the official Ordo, but I suspect in recent times it has been largely ignored in many 
Catholic parishes.  

Towards the end of 2019, Pope Francis instituted a Sunday of the Word of God. 
This was put down for the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. He chose this date 
because it is close to when the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is celebrated 
in the northern hemisphere. This timing is quite impractical for Australia. The dates 
get mixed up with the final weeks of the summer holidays, the return to school 
and the celebration of Australia Day. This is why, many years ago, we moved the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity to the time between Ascension and Pentecost, 
which is generally in May.   This raised the question of our date for the Sunday of 
the Word of God. It cannot easily be near to the Christian unity week because all 
the Sundays are taken up with Easter, Pentecost and the solemnities which follow. 
Should it coincide with National Bible Sunday in July? In any case, the Australian 
bishops have decided to keep it close to Pope Francis’ day, so it will be the first 
Sunday in February. This means we can avail ourselves of any resources which 
the Holy See may produce.  

The Importance of the Word of God  
In fact, there were two documents about Scripture released by the Holy See on 
30 September – one in 2019 and the other in 2020. They mark the 1600th 
anniversary of the death of St Jerome, the great Scripture scholar who prepared 
the definitive translation of the Bible into Latin. The first document institutes the 
Sunday of the Word of God, intended to help people to grow in religious and 
intimate familiarity with the sacred Scriptures. The second gives an account of St 
Jerome, his scholarship, his faith and his “living and tender love” of the Word of 
God. Jerome is proposed as a model for inculturating the Gospel and discovering 
Christ for our time.  Most are no doubt familiar with the saying of Vatican II: “the 
Church has always venerated the divine Scriptures as she has venerated the 
Lord’s body … offering people the bread of life from the one table of the Word of 
God and the body of Christ (Dei Verbum 21).” In the same vein, the second 
document quotes St Jerome: “We are reading the sacred Scriptures. For me, the 
Gospel is the body of Christ; for me, the holy Scriptures are his teaching. And 
when he says: ’whoever does not eat my flesh and drink my blood’ (Jn 6:53), even 
though these words can also be understood of the [eucharistic] Mystery, Christ’s 
body and blood are really the word of Scripture, God’s teaching.”  



PARISH HAPPENINGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick  
Hein van der Heide, Jocelyn Bonney, Elliott Jones-
Perrin, Pamela O’Reilly those whose anniversaries 
occur around this time Mary Axisa, Vincenzino 
Cavallaro, Paolo Faini, Mollie Dalton, Joan Druery, 
Maureen Birbeck, John Moss, Bob Marino, Rochelle 
Keen, Noel Boyle, Robert Kelly and the recently 
deceased Maureen Duffy, Shirley Horwood, Carol 
Cameron Jackson. 
 

Thank You to everyone who came last Sunday to 
celebrate with Br Joseph and Br Kolbe on the 
occasion of their First Religious Profession, as well 
those who brought a plate of food for morning tea. 
 

Word of God Sunday 
The Church in Australia 
celebrates Word of God 
Sunday on the 1st Sunday 
in February each year.  
Pope Francis established the day, which is devoted 
to “the celebration, study and dissemination” of the 
Word of God. 

This year, Word of God Sunday's theme is “Remain 
in my Word” (John 8,31)." Recalling the importance 
given by the Second Vatican Council to rediscovering 
Sacred Scripture for the life of the Church, Pope 
Francis explains the celebration has “ecumenical 
value, since the Scriptures point out, for those who 
listen, the path to authentic and firm unity.” 

As part of celebrating Word of God Sunday this 
weekend, there is a short Blessing & Renewal of 
Commitment for all our Sunday and Daily Mass 
Ministers of the Word (Readers), and Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word Leaders. 

Book Launch “From News to Good News” 

 

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
A reminder to Parish Pastoral Council members that 
the first meeting of 2024 will be held this Monday,  
5 February, 7.00pm in the Parish Library. 
 

Italian Prayer Group 
The Italian Prayer Group will commence for 2024 this 
Monday, 5 February, 7.00pm in the Church. 
 

Japanese Language Playgroup 
A playgroup in Japanese is held Tuesdays, 9.30am-
11.30am, during School Term in the Hospitality Area.  
The group is suitable for families who communicate 
in Japanese.  All are welcome. 
 

Social Justice Group 
The Social Justice Group will meet this Tuesday,  
6 February, 5.30pm onwards in the Parish Library.  
New members are more than welcome to attend. 
 

Sacramental Program 2024 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
The Confirmation Parent Information Meeting will be 
held this Tuesday, 6 February, 7.00pm-8.00pm in 
the Church.  Parents who have child/ren in Year 3 / 
8 years old & above, and wish their child/ren to be 
Confirmed this year, are asked to attend this meeting. 

Enrolments for the Sacrament of Confirmation close 
on Monday 12 February 2024 at 3.30pm.  
Enrolment forms are available from the Parish Office.   

Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old):  
Penance Session 1 
• Thursday 8 February, 4pm-6pm (Option 1) 
• Sunday 11 February, 2pm-4pm (Option 2) 
 

Alpha Young Adult 
The Alpha Young Adult group, for 18-25 year olds, 
continues on Thursday evenings, 6.00pm-8.30pm, in 
the Parish Library with free food, fellowship, 
discussions and question-asking.  

For further information, contact the Parish Office on 
3398 2977 or carina@bne.catholic.net.au 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Sunday 4 February 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 
- 4.00pm Book Launch – Library & Hospitality Area 
Monday 5 February 
- 10.30am Funeral: Maureen Duffy – Church 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
- 7.00pm Parish Pastoral Council – Library 
Tuesday 6 February 
- 9.30am Japanese Language Playgroup  

– Hospitality Area 
- 3.30pm RCIA – Library 
- 5.30pm Social Justice Group – Library 
- 7.00pm Confirmation Parent Meeting – Church 
Wednesday 7 February 
- 9.45am Novena: OLPH – Church 
- 10.30am BED Scripture Group – Library 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Thursday 8 February 
- 4.00pm Penance Session 1 – Church 
- 6.00pm TCS Choir – Church 
- 6.00pm Alpha Young Adults – Library 
Sunday 11 February 
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library 
- 2.00pm Penance Session 1 – Church 

St Vincent de Paul Carina Conference 
St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina  BSB: 064 786  Account Number: 100026584 
To donate non-perishable food, you are welcome to leave in the baskets at the church door. 

mailto:carina@bne.catholic.net.au


World Marriage Day 
Word Marriage Day will be celebrated next weekend, 
10-11 February.  For married couples present at 
Mass next weekend, there will be a simple blessing 
after Communion. 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word will recommence next 
Sunday, 11 February, during 9.00am Mass for 
primary school aged children.  All are welcome. 
 

Parish Finance Council Meeting 
A reminder to Parish Finance Council members that 
the first meeting of 2024 will be held on Monday  
12 February, 7.00pm, in the Parish Library. 
 
St Vincent de Paul 
The next meeting of St Vincent de Paul will be held 
on Tuesday 13 February, 7.00pm, in the Aquinas 
Room (room underneath the Church). New members 
are more than welcome to attend. 

OLOG Diners will meet at 6.00pm on Wednesday,  
14 February, at the Camp Hill Hotel Bistro (724 Old 
Cleveland Road, Camp Hill).  There  is parking at the 
front and rear of the hotel.  All parishioners are 
welcome to attend.  

 

Feast of San Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother 
The 28th Anniversary Feast of San Gabriel of the 
Sorrowful Mother will be celebrated on Sunday  
25 February, 10:30am, at Our Lady of Graces Church 
with Mass and Procession.   

In preparation for the Feast, there will be a Triduum 
on Tuesday 20, Wednesday 21 and Thursday 22 
February at 7:30pm.  Everyone is most welcome. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil: We believe in the 
sanctity of life from the moment of conception. That's 
why 40 Days for Life in Brisbane is praying to end 
abortion through Lent. This year we start on Wednesday 
14 February and continue until Sunday 24 March.  
The physical prayer vigil is at 20 Abbotsford Rd Bowen 
Hills (outside Bowen Hills train station). For more 
details, 40daysbrisbane@gmail.com / https://40dfl.net/ 
 

Discere is a free, one-day retreat for young single 
Catholic men and women (18-35 years) to intentionally 
pause and ask the question “where is God calling me?” 
in a peaceful, supportive and safe environment. 

Saturday 10 February 2024, 9am-3pm,  
Marian Valley (2541 Beechmont Rd, Witheren) 

Info. /.register: https://app.tickets.org.au/eb/Discere2024 

Ash Wednesday Mass Times 
14 February 2024 

6.30am, 9.00am & 7.00pm 

Stations of the Cross 
Friday evenings during Lent, 7.00pm, 
commencing on Friday 16 February. 

Lenten Books 
Pieta (Diocese of Wollongong): $10 

A Resurrected Life (Archdiocese of Brisbane): $7 
Available from the Parish Shop & Parish Office. 

 
Project Compassion Boxes and Envelopes 
Available in the Church from Ash Wednesday. 

Message Stick - 150th Anniversary of the Cathedral of St Stephen 
The Message Stick, an ancient and culturally significant instrument of welcome and acceptance, 
is travelling around the Archdiocese of Brisbane.  This journey is designed to herald the  
150th Anniversary of the completion and opening of the Cathedral of St Stephen on the sacred 
lands of the First Nations Peoples of Meanjin Brisbane.  The Message Stick holds an invitation 
for parishioners across the Archdiocese to come together on Pentecost Sunday, 2024,  
at the Cathedral to celebrate this momentous occasion. 

The Message Stick is currently travelling around the Brisbane East Deanery and will be here at  
Our Lady of Graces Parish this Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (6-8 February). 

St Martin’s School and San Sisto College will also have the opportunity to receive the Message Stick at a 
School Assembly or Gathering while the Message Stick is here in the Parish. 

Advance Notice: Upcoming Roof Works 
This past week, the Parish was 
advised that the works on replacing 
the Church Roof is planned to 
commence on Monday 19 February.   

The work will be done in stages and  
take approximately 6 months to complete. 

Once an onsite meeting has taken place with all 
the Contractors, further details on how the works 
will affect the day-to-day life of the Parish over the 
next 6 months will be advised in Spread the Word. 

mailto:40daysbrisbane@gmail.com
https://40dfl.net/
https://app.tickets.org.au/eb/Discere2024


 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 


