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Reflection by Diane Bergant CSA 

At times it seems we have rewritten the ‘Golden Rule’ to 
say: Do unto others before they can do unto you! In 
saying this we are not encouraging each other to do good, 
but to be defensive. Jesus tells us to go the extra mile, 
turn the other cheek, outdo ourselves in generosity and 
rise above the fray. He is not suggesting that we allow 
ourselves to be abused, but that we not perpetuate the 
antagonism    out    of    which    the    mistreatment    arose.  
He is not advocating passivity, but he is saying that we should not retaliate. Jesus 
is describing what we today would call active non-resistance, the attitude taught 
by Gandhi and Martin Luther King.  

We are familiar with the answer to the question: Who is my neighbour? We 
usually interpret it to mean those we do not particularly like. It is important to love 
them, to be kind to them, to help them when they are in need. But these are not 
the people whom Jesus is talking about in today’s reading. He tells us that the 
neighbours whom we are to love are those people who do not like us. We are to 
love those who deliberately exclude us from their social circles, who talk about us 
behind our backs. We are to love those who make us feel that we are not good 
enough for them, those who resent us for our accomplishments. We are to love 
those who exploit us or do us harm. This is indeed a radical teaching.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARISH HAPPENINGS 

LOOKING AHEAD  
Sunday 23 February 
- 10.00am Baptism Preparation – Library 
- 10.30am Feast of St Gabriel Mass – Church 
- 2.00pm Penance Session 1 – Church 
Monday 24 February 
- 9.30am Ageing Wisely – Library & Hospitality Area 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 25 February 
- 9.30am Scripture Group – Library 
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area 
- 4.00pm Penance Session 1 – Church 
Wednesday 26 February (Ash Wednesday) 
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
Thursday 27 February 
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area 
- 7.00pm RCIA Meeting – Library 
Friday 28 February 
- 7.00pm Stations of the Cross – Church 
Saturday 29 February 
- 7.15pm AA Group – Library 
Sunday 1 March 
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church 
- 3.00pm Rite of Election – Cathedral of St Stephen 
   

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Betty Bendel, Pamela O’Reilly, Patrick Coyne,  
Fr Ron Mollison and those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time Ron Bell, Elisabetta Scandurra, 
Andrew Turner, Jocelyn Beard-Hellstrom, Noel Boyle, 
Domenico & Anna Maria Pizzica and the recently 
deceased Graham Scholefield, Bernard Coley,  
John Moss, Linda Brooks. 
 

 

Sacramental Program 2020 
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 

 7-8 March – Rite of Enrolment at all Masses 

Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old) 
• 23 Feb. - Penance Session 1, Option 1, 2-4pm 

• 25 Feb. – Penance Session 1, Option 2, 4-6pm 

Helpers Required 
We require some volunteers to help run the small 
group sessions and/or assist at the liturgy of the 
sacrament itself.  If this is something you may be 
interested in, please contact Shelly at 
sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au or on 3398 2977. 
 

Parish Office Hours This Week (24-28 February)  
Due to staff leave, the parish office hours will be 
8.30am - 12.30pm each day this week.  Office hours 
will return to normal on Monday 2 March. 

Ageing Wisely Seminar 
A reminder that we are holding a seminar on Ageing 
Wisely this Monday, 24 February.  To those who are 
attending the seminar, the day will start with morning 
tea at 9.30am in the Hospitality Area. 

 

Lenten Timetable 

Ash Wednesday (26 February) 
Mass at 6.30am, 9am & 7pm. 

The Year 3-6 students of St Martin’s 
School will be joining the parish 
community at the 9am Mass. 
 

Ash Wednesday is a day of fast and abstinence. The 
law of fasting binds those who have completed their 
eighteenth year, until the beginning of their sixtieth year; 
the law of abstinence binds those who have completed 
their fourteenth year (CCL 97, 1251-52) 
 

Stations of the Cross 
Each Friday during Lent, 7pm, starting 28 February. 
 

Seminarians on Sunday Placement 
For the first half of this year we have 
two Seminarians, Michael Tran and 
Matthew Popovic, from Holy Spirit 
Seminary at Banyo attending 
Sunday Mass in our parish.  Michael 
and Matthew are both third year 
students for the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane. When you see them, 
please make them welcome. 
 

Rite of Election 
Next Sunday our catechumens and 
candidates, who are preparing for the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and 
Communion, will be attending the Rite of 
Election at the Cathedral of St Stephen.  
Please keep them in your prayers as they 

prepare for receiving the Sacraments at Easter. 
 

‘There’s more to this than Meets the Eye’ 
How Sacraments Work 
This is your chance to hear  
Fr Paul Turner, renowned US 
teacher and speaker, liturgist and 
prolific author.  Paul will speak 
about the sacramental signs of 
water, bread and wine, oil and the human touch, and 
how these sacramental signs open up for us the 
mysterious and powerful action of our loving God.  
Check out his website: www.PaulTurner.org 

Public Lecture:  
Friday 6 March 2020,  
5.30pm - 7.30pm, Hanly Room, 
Cathedral of St Stephen (parking 
in the Cathedral  
car park, via Charlotte St). 

If you are interested in attending, please contact Shelly 
at the Parish Office by Monday 24 February on 3398 
2977 or sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au.  We need to 
finalise the number of people attending, so tickets can 
be purchased. 
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World Day of Prayer 
World Day of Prayer, in our local 
area, will be held on Friday 6 
March, 10am, at the Salvation 
Army Church (202 Gallipoli Road, Carina Heights).  
All are welcome to gather together to pray for the 
country and people of Zimbabwe. 

Tuesday Playgroup 
The Tuesday playgroup 
has vacancies for 
parents and carers to 
bring their pre-school aged children (0-5) to enjoy 
playing together and engaging with other children. 
Playgroup is held in the fully enclosed hospitality area 
with lots of grassy space and toys to play with, plus art 
and craft, musical play, fun activities and storytime. 
They meet Tuesday  
9.30am - 11.15am during school terms. Fees are $10 
per term plus Playgroup QLD membership (easy to join 
online). 

Contact: Alasdair, aldo100@hotmail.com or  
0450 480 620. 

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS 

The Iona Passion Play is looking for potential apostles, 
Pharisees, crowd members and a Roman army! United 
in our mission to spread the message of Easter, the 
Play is often a family experience with children, parents 
and grandparents getting involved. Performed locally 
and around Australia for over 60 years this year we will 
be performing at Iona College Performing Arts Complex 
on 4 & 10 April. 

We are currently seeking new cast and crew (all ages 
welcome – no experience necessary). General 
Rehearsals are currently being held on Sundays 
from 12:30pm-4:00pm in Oblate Hall at Iona College, 
85 North Rd, Lindum (Wynnum West). Come and join 
us! 

Please visit our website www.passionplay.org.au for 
further information or contact us at info@ipp.org.au 
 

Mass for the Deaf  
The next Auslan-Supported Mass at St Michael’s 
Catholic Church, 250 Banks Street, Dorrington 
(Ashgrove) will be held on Sunday 1 March, 8.30 am. A 
warm invitation is extended to all who would like to 
attend this Mass, with morning tea afterwards. For 
further information: dorrington@bne.catholic.net.au or 
3356 4110 
 

Short Courses in Theology for 2020 
The Faculty of Theology and Philosophy at the Australia 
Catholic University is delighted to announce 
registrations are now open for our next Short Course in 
Theology, commencing in Brisbane on Wednesday 4 
March 2020. 

Title: ‘Envisioning the Church of the Future: Themes 
of the Plenary Council’,  

Dates: Wednesday 4, 11, 18 and 25 March, 2020 

Time: 6-8pm (refreshments 6pm, lecture 6.30pm). 

Venue: Brisbane Leadership Centre, Level 3, Cathedral 
House, 229 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane  

Cost: $60 attendance only, $100 attendance with a 
certificate of accreditation. Free for ACU Students and 
Staff (*For group bookings of 3 people or more, please 
email us: shortcourses.ftp@acu.edu.au)  

For more information, please visit our website: 
www.acu.edu.au/short-courses-brisbane 

Please note, registration via the website is essential, 
and will close on Friday 28 February.

Ten Steps towards Genuine Human Encounter  
in Our Digital World 

In conjunction with their Social Justice Statement 
2019/2020, the Australian Catholic Bishops 
published a leaflet entitled “Ten Steps towards 
Genuine Human Encounter in Our Digital World”. 

We recommend that members of our parish 
community read these ten steps and discuss them 
with other members of their families’, especially 
young members who may be starting to use the 
various social media platforms. 
 
7. We Must Protect the Personal Data of Citizens 

There is a growing awareness that personal data is 
subject to corporate surveillance and misuse. 
Research shows nine out of ten Australians using 
digital platforms like Facebook and Google want to 
know with whom their information is being shared. 
They want the platforms to be open about how they 
use data and to have the ability to opt out of having 
certain information collected. 

 Join the growing call for regulation of platform data 
gathering which increases notification and 
consumer consent requirements, with external 
audits and penalties for breaches of privacy. 

 Find out more about the Office of the Australian 
Information Commissioner:  
https://www.oaic.gov.au/about-us/contact-us 

 Make sure your school, parish or church 
organisation complies with the Australian Privacy 
Principles. 

 
8. Join the Call for Transparency and Accountability 

Governments around the world need to be much 
more coordinated in working with tech corporations. 
Civil society and user organisations also need to 
have a role in the governance of the internet and 
platforms, ensuring basic standards are not 
undermined by the drive for profit and market 
domination. Major corporations need to open their 
algorithms, data governance and business models 
to the communities in which they operate. To find 
out more about initiatives promoting the rights of 
users and the accountability of online systems, visit: 

 The Australian Competition & Consumer 
Commission Digital Platforms Inquiry: 
http://www.accc.gov.au/focus-
areas/inquiries/digital-platforms-inquiry  

 The Australian Human Rights Commission 
Human Rights and Technology project: 
http://tech.humanrights.gov.au/    

 The United Nations Internet Governance Forum: 
http://www.intgovforum.org  

Parish Social Justice Group 
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