Vol. 35

No. 6

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time

15 February 2020

Reflection by Diane Bergant CSA
Jesus continues to instruct the disciples in the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. The readings for
today focus our attention on the nature of true
wisdom. It is this true wisdom which prompts us to
choose the right course of action. It is true wisdom
that directs us in our interpretation of the law.
The longer we live, the more we realise that life
experiences open up for us a series of choices.
With these choices we chart the path that we will take.
Circumstances might be thrust on us, but we can still make choices about how
we will deal with them. Obedient people do what they are told; wise people
choose what good they will do. True wisdom calls us to choose life and
whatever enhances life. If we are truly wise, we will come to realise that what
was acceptable and life-enhancing in one situation may not be appropriate in
another. Life is fluid, and our thinking and acting must be flexible enough to
adapt when necessary.
True wisdom, which comes to us through the Spirit, will enrich us with insight
into life in ways we never thought possible. We will realise where and how we
fit into the vast and interrelated ecosystems of the universe, and we will be
overawed with the majesty and intricacy of its workings. We will understand
once and for all that the value of anything is determined by its capacity to
enrich life, and we will commit ourselves to and cherish every manifestation
of that life.

Ageing Wisely Seminar
Monday 24 February, 9.30am – 2.00pm
Our Lady of Graces Parish Library & Hospitality Area
Entry is FREE
Morning Tea & Lunch provided
Guest Speakers
Centacare Community Services
Home Instead Senior Care
Holy Cross Funerals
Please RSVP via the clip boards at the front door of the church. Alternately,
contact the Parish Office on 3398 2977 or carina@bne.catholic.net.au

PARISH HAPPENINGS
LOOKING AHEAD
Monday 17 February
- 10.30am Dominican Laity – Library
- 7.30pm Feast of St Gabriel Triduum – Church
Tuesday 18 February
- 9.30am Scripture Group – Library
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area
- 7.30pm Feast of St Gabriel Triduum – Church
Wednesday 19 February
- 9.30am Wednesday Friendly Group – Hosp. Area
- 10.30am BED Scripture Group – Library
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Parlour
- 7.00pm for 7.30pm BED Meeting – Library
- 7.30pm Feast of St Gabriel Triduum – Church
Thursday 20 February
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area
- 9.30am Two Hearts Prayer Group – Church
- 11.00am BED Scripture Group – Library
- 7.00pm RCIA Meeting – Library
Friday 21 February
- 9.30am St Martin’s Whole School Mass – Church
Saturday 22 February
- 7.15pm AA Group – Library
Sunday 23 February
- 10.00am Baptism Preparation – Library
- 10.30am Feast of St Gabriel Mass – Church
- 2.00pm Penance Session 1 – Church
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick
Betty Bendel, Pamela O’Reilly, Patrick Coyne,
Fr Ron Mollison and those whose anniversaries occur
around this time Andrew Turner, Jocelyn BeardHellstrom, Noel Boyle, Domenico & Anna Maria Pizzica
and the recently deceased Bernard Coley, John Moss,
Linda Brooks.

Wednesday Friendly Group
The Wednesday Friendly Group meets this
Wednesday, 19 February, after 9am Mass in the
Hospitality Area. All are welcome to come along and
socialise with other parishioners over morning tea.
Brisbane East Deanery Meeting
The first BED Meeting for 2020 will be held on
Wednesday 19 February, 7pm for 7.30pm here at Our
Lady of Graces, in the Parish Library.
All parishioners are welcome to attend the meeting. If
possible, please bring along a small plate of food to
share for a light supper.
United Nations Day of Social Justice
Thursday 20 February 2020
World Day of Social Justice is an international day
recognising the need to promote social justice, which
includes efforts to tackle issues such as poverty,
exclusion, gender equality, unemployment, human
rights, and social protections. This position aligns with
the OLOG Social Justice Group’s objectives, the role
of education and making statements on the
importance of social justice for people. The United
Nations General Assembly decided to observe
20 February annually, approved on 26 November
2007 and starting in 2009, as the World Day of Social
Justice. If you are interested or feel compelled to
explore social justice in our Parish, please contact the
Parish Office to register your interest.

St Martin’s Beginning of School Year Mass
St Martin’s School will be celebrating their beginning of
school year Mass on Friday 21 February, 9.30am, in the
Church.
Please note that there will be no 9am Mass or
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on this day.
Thank you for understanding and sorry for any
inconvenience caused.
Italian News: Feast of St Gabriel
The Italian communities and parishioners of
“Our Lady of Graces” are invited to participate in
the Feast of St Gabriel of the Sorrowful Mother
on Sunday 23 February, 10:30 am, with a Solemn
Mass. The main celebrant will be Fr Angelo Cagna
CS, with Fr Alex Vickers OP concelebrating.
After the Mass, there will be a procession in the car
park with the statue and relic of Saint Gabriel.
Following the procession, there will be kissing of
the relic, in the Church.
In preparation of the Feast, there will be a Triduum
on Monday 17, Tuesday 18 and Wednesday 19
February, 7:30 pm. Mass will be celebrated each
of these nights by Fr Angelo Cagna CS. Before
and after the Mass each night, there will be an
opportunity for Confession.
Following the Mass and Procession on Sunday 23
February, those who wish to continue celebrating
socially can contact the Brisbane Abruzzo Club
3843 3180, Giovanni Di Nardo 3395 1749, Camillo
Masci 0418 758 700 or Vito Di Stasi
0413 633 895 to book for lunch. All welcome.
Sacramental Program 2020
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old)
Enrolment for the Sacrament of Confirmation closed
last Thursday, 13 February. If you have not submitted
your enrolment form, please make contact with Shelly
at the parish office this week in person or on 3398 2977
/ sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au.
Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old)
• 23 Feb. – Penance Session 1, Option 1, 2-4pm
• 25 Feb. – Penance Session 1, Option 2, 4-6pm
Parish Office Hours (24-28 February)
& Spread the Word (1 March)
The parish office hours for the week of
Monday 24 February - Friday 28 February will be
8.30am - 12.30pm each day.
Also if you have items for the 1 March edition of Spread
the Word, it would be appreciated if they were sent into
the office by Friday 21 February, 8.30am.
Ash Wednesday
Ash Wednesday, 26 February, marks the
beginning of Lent. Mass times will be
6.30am, 9am & 7pm.
The Year 3-6 students of St Martin’s School
will be joining the parish community at the 9am Mass.
Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross will be held each Friday during
Lent at 7pm, starting 28 February.

Ten Steps towards Genuine Human Encounter
in Our Digital World
In conjunction with their Social Justice Statement
2019/2020, the Australian Catholic Bishops
published a leaflet entitled “Ten Steps towards
Genuine Human Encounter in Our Digital World”.
We recommend that members of our parish
community read these ten steps and discuss them
with other members of their families’, especially
young members who may be starting to use the
various social media platforms.

Seminarians on Sunday Placement
Starting next weekend we will have
two Seminarians, Michael Tran and
Matthew Popovic, from Holy Spirit
Seminary at Banyo attending Sunday
Mass in our parish. Michael and
Matthew are both third year students
for the Archdiocese of Brisbane.
When you see them, please make
them welcome.
World Day of Prayer
World Day of Prayer, in our local area, will be held on
Friday 6 March at the Salvation Army Church
(202 Gallipoli Road, Carina Heights). Further details,
including time, will be in Spread the Word next week.
Tuesday Playgroup
The Tuesday playgroup
has
vacancies
for
parents and carers to
bring
their
pre-school
aged
children
(0-5) to enjoy playing together and engaging with
other children. Playgroup is held in the fully enclosed
hospitality area with lots of grassy space and toys to
play with, plus art and craft, musical play, fun activities
and
storytime.
They
meet
Tuesday
9.30am - 11.15am during school terms. Fees are $10
per term plus Playgroup QLD membership (easy to
join online).
Contact:
Alasdair,
aldo100@hotmail.com
or
0450 480 620.
‘There’s more to this than Meets the Eye’
How Sacraments Work
This is your chance to hear
Fr Paul Turner, renowned US
teacher and speaker, liturgist and
prolific author. Paul will speak
about the sacramental signs of
water, bread and wine, oil and the human touch, and
how these sacramental signs open up for us the
mysterious and powerful action of our loving God.
Check out his website: www.PaulTurner.org
Public Lecture: Friday 6 March 2020, 5.30pm 7.30pm, Hanly Room, Cathedral of St Stephen
(parking available in the Cathedral car park).
If you are interested in attending, please contact
Shelly at the Parish Office on 3398 2977 or
sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au.

5. We Cannot Leave Our Sisters and Brothers
Behind
Too many vulnerable Australians remain offline and
without the means to access essential services and
opportunities. They are excluded because of
problems of affordability, gaps in access, or low
digital literacy. There is a role for governments to
guarantee internet access, technological devices
and user skills as a basic human right. Interpersonal
support must remain where online access is difficult
or technology cannot meet complex human need.
 Access the Australian Digital Inclusion Index
(http://digitalinclusionindex.org.au) to find out how
the digital divide impacts on vulnerable Australians
 Consider those in your local community who may
experience difficulty accessing essential public
services and support online. Raise this with your
Local Member.
 Donate phone cards to services for vulnerable
people.
6. The Local Community Is A Place to Make the
Virtual Real
Social media platforms are venues not just for
socialising, but for raising awareness of local issues,
becoming politically engaged, and harnessing the
power of crowdsourcing. This engagement can be
limited where it does not cross over to the physical
community. Advocacy for justice can be reduced to
e-petitions, and civic affairs to mere ‘clicktivism’.
 Invite young people in your parish to share how
they are responding to Pope Francis’ invitation to
‘find ways to pass from virtual contact to good and
healthy communication’.
 Share examples of how local government,
churches and community groups are offering a
physical space where the online community is
made welcome and supported face-to-face.
 Host a face-to-face event for an online social
justice network.
Parish Social Justice Group
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