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Gospel Reflection 

We have reached the final Sunday in the season of Advent – 
a time of preparing ourselves to recognise and celebrate 
Christ’s presence in the world, both historically and in an 
ongoing, timeless way. This week’s gospel account of the 
Annunciation is an ideal culmination to this season as we 
recall Mary’s emphatic ‘Yes’ to all that was being asked of her. 
At the end of the Advent season of reflection and preparation to recognise Christ’s 
presence in the world and in our lives, what better response could there be than 
to simply say, ‘Yes’? 

In a world that is driven by selfishness and the drive to push one’s self ahead of 
others, Mary’s selfless act stands as a challenge to our modern society. Even in 
her own time, Mary’s decision must have been an enormously difficult one – 
one that had the potential to bring great shame on herself and Joseph. Yet, her 
decision is made swiftly and in faith. She trusts God absolutely and gives her 
life over into God’s hands. That is perhaps the supreme act of faith; to say ‘Yes’ 
to God so completely that you are prepared to hand over direction and control 
of your own life. 

Few of us tend to be visited by angels who lay out God’s plan for us as clearly 
as Gabriel did for Mary. For most of us, it is a challenge to discern God’s desire 
for us; to realise what it is that we are called to do and then give ourselves fully 
to that call. In the hustle and bustle of life, it is difficult to hear anything that God 
may be trying to ask of us. Perhaps the example of Mary’s ‘Yes’ is a reminder to 
be still enough to hear the question in the first place!           © Greg Sunter 
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PARISH HAPPENINGS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick John 
McLellan, Pamela O’Reilly and those whose 
anniversaries occur around this time Robyn Mallon, 
Bryan Carson and the recently deceased  
Betty Bendel, Nicola Paolucci. 
 

Working Bee Thank You 
Thank you to all the volunteers who came along to the 
working bee on Saturday morning 12 December.  
Even though the rain limited what could be done, some 
of the to-do items on our list were completed. 
 

Rest in Peace: Betty Bendel 
Betty Bendel passed away on 15 December at the age 
of 94.  Betty’s Funeral Mass will be celebrated at Our 
Lady of Graces this Wednesday, 23 December, 10am.  
Parishioners are most welcome to attend.  Contact 
tracing details will be collected at the door.  Prayers 
and sympathy of the parish are offered to the Bendel 
Family at this time. 
 

Dominic Centre Set-Up & Pack-Up 
Assistance is required to help set-up and pack-up the 
Dominic Centre for our Christmas Masses.   

 Set-Up: Wednesday 23 December, 7pm - 8pm 

 Pack-Up: Monday 28 December, 9am onwards  

If you can lend an hour to come along and assist,  
it would be very much appreciated. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation currently is only 
being celebrated by appointment.  Contact the parish 
office to make an appointment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Office News 
The Parish Office closes for the Christmas period at 
3.30pm this Wednesday, 23 December, and reopens 
8.30am on Monday 4 January. 

If you require a priest in an emergency during the 
Christmas period, please call the parish office number 
and select option 2 to speak to a priest. 

Any messages left on the Parish Office answering 
machine will not be attended to until Monday 4 
January. 

This is also the last edition of Spread the Word for 
2020.  Spread the Word will recommence in mid 
January 2021. 

Fr Anthony, Fr Joseph, Fr Alex,  
Fr Maurice, Fr Pan, Fr David, Shelly 
and Chris wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

Weekday Masses (28 December – 1 January) 
Please note that the Weekday Masses for the week of  
Monday 28 December to Friday 1 January will be at 
8am only.  The contact tracing list will be a combined 
version of the 6.30am & 9.00am lists. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Fr David Willis OP 
Welcome to Fr David Willis OP who has arrived from 
Melbourne to be a member of the Carina Dominican 
Community. Next year, we will have some novices 
joining the Carina Dominican Community.  Fr David 
will be responsible for forming the novices while they 
are here. 
 

St Vincent de Paul OLOG - Thank You  
All members of St Vincent de Paul, at Our Lady of 
Graces, would like to thank all members of the Parish 
who have assisted greatly during 2020 in supporting 
the varied works undertaken by the Conference.  
Without your ongoing support, the many families in 
need that we assist would simply go without – in 
particular the children! Your love and kindness is 
shared this Christmas with all those in need within 
Carina.  Many thanks.        

Barbara Dougherty, President SVdP, OLOG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD  
Sunday 20 December 
- 10.30am Dominican Laity – Library 
Wednesday 23 December 
Parish Office Closes at 3.30pm for Christmas 
- 10.00am Funeral Mass: Betty Bendel – Church 
- 7.00pm Dominic Centre Christmas Set-Up 
Monday 28 December 
- 9.00am Dominic Centre Christmas Pack-Up 
Friday 1 January 
- 10.00am Italian Mass – Church 
- 5.00pm Sri Lankan Mass – Church 
Monday 4 January 
Parish Office Reopens at 8.30am 
Sunday 10 January 
- 12 noon Baptisms – Church 
Wednesday 13 January 
- 10.30am BED Scripture Group – Library 
- 6.00pm OLOG Diners – Pacific Golf Club 
Thursday 14 January 
- 11.00am BED Scripture Group – Library 

Nativity Displays at Local Shopping Centres 
Westfield Carindale and Kmart 
Plaza Cannon Hill have Nativity 
displays in their centres.  
Parishioners may like to contact 
Centre Management to thank them 
for the displays and to encourage 
them to continue the practice.   

With acknowledgement, they may continue in 
future years but, if no one seems to care, they may 
discard the displays one day. 

Westfield Carindale 3120 5400, option 5 

Kmart Plaza Cannon Hill 3399 3600, option 1 

Sunday Mass Bookings 

Due to the upcoming Christmas-New Year period, Sunday Mass Bookings will open this 
Monday (14 December) for the following Sundays listed below. 

 Sunday 20 December (Bookings close Friday 18 December, 12 noon) 

 Sunday 3 January (Bookings close Friday 1 January, 12 noon) 

To make your bookings, go to www.carinacatholicparish.org.au and clicking on the “Mass Bookings” image.  
Alternately, call the parish during office hours on 3398 2977 prior to Christmas. 

 

http://www.carinacatholicparish.org.au/
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjokJbgz4XYAhUDxLwKHbffCwsQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/explore/nativity-scenes/&psig=AOvVaw0OP94dtZx-MfxuV9__6XsN&ust=1513207604122610


OLOG Diners will meet for dinner at Pacific Golf Club 
(Pine Mountain Road, Carindale) on Wednesday  
13 January at 6pm.  Wednesday night is Pasta night 
with a selection of Pizza and Pasta dishes for 
$14.90.  All parishioners are welcome. 
 

Agnus Day – The Lectionary Comic Strip 

 
Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 

 

Vocation View 
Every person who has ever 
born a child, and every person 
who has freely vowed away 
this honour, helps in some mysterious way to bring 
Jesus Christ in to this world again.  Can you say: 
“Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord”?  
To talk to someone about your vocation, contact the 
Vocation Brisbane office on 1300 133 544, 
vocation@bne.catholic.net.au or visit their website 
www.vocationbrisbane.com. 

Sacramental Program 2021 
Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old) 
The session dates handout for Penance, in February 
and March 2021, is available from the parish office. 

Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old) 
Enrolment forms are available from the parish office.  
Enrolments close on Thursday 25 February 2021. 
 

 

Christmas Mass 2020 
Christmas Eve Christmas Day 
- 6pm Our Lady of Graces Church (Fully Booked) - 7am Dominic Centre (Spaces Available) 
- 6pm Dominic Centre (Fully Booked) - 9am Dominic Centre (Spaces Available) 
- 8pm Our Lady of Graces Church (Fully Booked) - 10.30am [Italian] Our Lady of Graces Church 

Note: NO Evening Mass on Christmas Day 
 

 You will need to book to attend Christmas Mass, if you have not done so 
already, via the parish website www.carinacatholicparish.org.au.   
Click on the “Christmas Mass Bookings” image on the website and select 
the Christmas Mass time and venue you wish to attend.  Otherwise, call 
the parish on 3398 2977 during office hours. 

 Bookings for all Christmas Masses will close at 8am on Thursday 24 December.  Particular Masses 
may close earlier if already fully booked. 

 To book for the 10.30am Italian Mass on Christmas Day, please contact Vito Di Stasi (3398 5738). 
 
Please note the following, when coming to Christmas Mass this year: 

 We ask that the parking on the church grounds be left for those who are elderly or have limited 
mobility.  This is particularly important at the 6pm Masses. 

 For those attending Mass in the Dominic Centre, there will be a drop-off / pick-up zone at the front 
entrance to the Dominic Centre for those who are elderly or have limited mobility. 

 The main door to the Church and Dominic Centre will open 30 minutes prior to Mass.  Please arrive 
with enough time to queue up, have your name marked off, and be seated before Mass starts. 

 Please remain socially distanced as much as possible when queuing at the entry, when receiving 
Communion, and when leaving. 

 Hand sanitiser will be available at the entrance to the Church and Dominic Centre. 
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