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Reflection by Greg Sunter 

Saints are sometimes regarded as ‘Catholic superheroes’. Stories 
of miraculous and remarkable deeds abound, though more in the 
vein of conversions and cures than speeding bullets and tall 
buildings. But to get caught up on the Saints of the stained glass 
windows is to overlook the vast majority of saints. You see, a saint 
is anybody whose soul is in heaven. The Church celebrates a 
certain number of Saints whose lives provide a glimpse of God for 
the rest of the Church. But there are many, many more saints whose glimpse of God 
was only ever experienced by their family, friends and those with whom they worked. 
The feast of ALL Saints is an opportunity to remember and reflect on the lives of 
those saints who’ve been known and loved by just a few and whose sphere of 
influence was such that they will never be recognised as Saints by the universal 
Church. 

Today’s gospel, the Beatitudes, from the Sermon on the Mount describes perfectly 
those ‘lower case s’ saints we celebrate in this feast day. The Beatitudes are 
sometimes referred to in parallel with the Ten Commandments. However, the 
Beatitudes are not ‘rules’ or ‘instructions’ for life as the Commandments are. They 
are more in line with a strategy that today we would call ‘positive reinforcement’. They 
celebrate those who respond to God’s call through particular attitudes towards life 
and towards others. Jesus presents them to the disciples and the crowd as images 
to inspire imitation. They’re not hard and fast rules for life, but attitudes for life; the 
Be-Attitudes, so to speak. Those who live with these attitudes in this life are to be 
celebrated – ‘Happy are you’ – for they will be saints. They will be welcomed into 
communion with God in heaven. 

Sunday Mass at Our Lady of Graces Parish 

It is essential that you booking each week to attend Sunday Mass at  
Our Lady of Graces Parish.  This is particularly important now as we are reaching 
capacity at all Sunday Masses based on 1 person per 4m2 rule. 

 To attend Sunday Mass, please make a booking by going 
to www.carinacatholicparish.org.au  and clicking on the 
“Mass Bookings” image.  Bookings open on Monday 
morning and close on Friday at midday of each week. 

 Bookings must have the correct contact details of each person. 

 Parishioners who do not have internet access may phone the parish office on 
3398 2977 during office hours. 

 Booking for Sunday Mass ensures you a seat, as long as you arrive before 
Mass starts.  It also helps to make the process quick and easy for the marshal 
at the door and also for yourself. 

 Please arrive early.  This so everyone is seated when Mass starts. 

 If you turn up at a Sunday Mass without a booking, there is no guarantee that 
space will be available. You will be turned away if we are at capacity. 

http://www.carinacatholicparish.org.au/
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Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Antonia Stark and those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time John Mathson, Mark Roff,  
Gerard Brown, Gwen Petchell, Marcos Natividad, Rufina 
Natividad, John Glynn and the recently deceased 
Marcus Kirkman, Dan Reilly, Claudia Angelucci. 

 

Mass Times for All Souls’ Day (2 November) 
All Souls’ Day is this Monday, 2 November, with Mass 
being celebrated at the usual times of 6.30am and 
9.00am.  Contact tracing details will be collected at the 
door for those who are not on the weekday Mass list. 
The Italian Community will celebrate a 6.15pm 
evening Mass, prior to their 7.00pm Prayer Group. 
 

November - Month of Remembrance 
- November Mass Offering Envelopes 
November Mass Offering 
Envelopes (yellow envelopes 
with red print) are available 
from the tables near the church 
entrance. When you fill in the 
envelope, please print clearly so that the details can 
be easily read.  Envelopes can be returned via the 
basket in front of the Book of Remembrance, either 
collection at Sunday Mass, or to the parish office.   

- Book of Remembrance 
The Book of Remembrance, which lists the names of 
your departed loved ones, will be displayed on the 
sanctuary during the Month of November.   
To alleviate the sharing of pens and paper under our 
COVID Safe Industry Plan, please do not enter names 
into the Book of Remembrance.  Instead, fill in a 
November Mass Offering Envelope and return via one 
of the ways listed above.  The parish office staff will 
then enter the names from the returned envelopes into 
the Book of Remembrance. 
 

Wall of Remembrance 
In 1998, a Wall of Remembrance 
was established behind the 
church as a way for parishioners 
to have a permanent memorial 
for their loved ones. 

Due to the increase in both administration and plaque 
costs, the overall price has been raised to $200.  This 
being $100 for a space and $100 for a basic plaque. 

For further information, including the reserving of a 
space and/or ordering of a plaque, please contact the 
parish office. 

Feast of St Martin de Porres (3 November) 
This Tuesday we celebrate the 
Feast Day of St Martin de Porres, 
who is a Patron Saint of the Parish 
and whom our parish primary 
school is named after.    

St. Martin de Porres, religious, who 
lived a life of fasting, prayer and 
penance as a Dominican lay 
brother. He was born in Peru of a 
Spanish knight and a Negro woman from Panama. 
Martin inherited the features and dark complexion of 
his mother, and for that reason his noble father 
eventually turned the boy out of his house. After a turn 
as a surgeon's apprentice, the young man joined the 
Dominicans as a lay brother and was put in charge of 
the infirmary of a friary in Lima. Soon he was caring for 
the sick of the city and the slaves brought to Peru from 
Africa — not to mention the animals with which he is 
often pictured. Martin had the gift of miracles; and 
although he had no formal training, he was often 
consulted on theological questions by great 
churchmen of his day. St. Rose of Lima and Bl. John 
Massias were among his close friends. He is 
unofficially called the patron of social justice. 
              © www.catholicculture.org 

 

2021 Columban Art Calendar 
The 2021 Columban Art Calendar is 
available for purchase for $10 each.  
The calendars are available through 
the parish office on weekdays and piety 
store on weekends.  If paying via cash, 
please have the correct money.  Card 
is also accepted when purchasing at the parish office. 
 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 2020 
Like many things for the year of 2020, 
the St Vincent de Paul (Vinnies) group at 
Our Lady of Graces anticipate that the 
delivery of our annual Christmas hamper 
Appeal may look a little different this 
year. Our key aim as always is to support those 
suffering hardship in our local community. For the year 
of 2020 Christmas Appeal, we are seeking the support 
of our wonderful Parish Members. You may like to help 
us support those in need this Christmas by - 

 Donating a financial contribution directly. 

 Sponsoring a family or group of single people and 
providing a hamper targeted to their needs. 

 Gifting to the Vinnies Conference gift vouchers 
including grocery vouchers.  

 Donating cash via the Parish Office. 

 Donating Christmas foods in the Vinnies baskets 
at the entrance of the Church. 

The Conference provides targeted support, to the 
individual or family, to ensure no items are wasted.  
If you would like any further information, please 
contact Barbara Dougherty on mobile 0438 982 140. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation currently is only 
being celebrated by appointment.  Please contact the 
parish office to make an appointment. 

LOOKING AHEAD  
Sunday 1 November 
- 12.30pm Baptisms – Church 
Monday 2 November 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
- 7.00pm Parish Pastoral Council – Library 
Tuesday 3 November 
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area 
- 9.30am Scripture Group – Library 
Thursday 5 November 
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area 



Thank You - Sacrament of Confirmation 
Thank you to everyone who assisted with the 
ceremonies and the preparation leading up to these 
celebrations.  Thank you also to the families of the 
children for their patience this year with the 
preparation period for the Sacrament of Confirmation 
being a long and drawn out one.    Shelly Stone 
 

COVID-19 Reminders 
A friendly reminder of the following COVID-19 
protocols in place. 

 Please arrive at Mass at least 10 minutes 
beforehand.  This so everyone is seated by the 
when Mass starts. 

 Hand sanitise when you arrive and leave.  
Sanitising stations are located at the church and 
parish office entrances 

 Maintain the 1.5m distance from each other, 
including before and after Mass, and processing 
to Communion. 

 

Private Prayer in the Church 
The church is open during parish office hours for 
private prayer.  Entry into the church is via the office. 
 

 

Agnus Day – The Lectionary Comic Strip 

 
Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lights. Camera. Thank you to health workers 
Catholic Health Australia is 
paying tribute to the 80,000 
hospital and aged care 
workers across its network for 
their extraordinary efforts 
during the COVID-19 crisis with a series of new films. 

CHA, the largest grouping of non-government health 
and aged care services in Australia, has released a 
series of videos highlighting the work of a range of staff 
across its network, including clinicians, cleaners and 
cooks.  The videos were shot in Melbourne at three 
locations as the second wave of Covid-19 hit the city 
but represent the collective efforts of all the sector’s 
employees across Australia. 

CHA chief executive Pat Garcia said he wanted the 
Catholic sector to pay tribute to those who worked 
tirelessly to keep the community safe.  “The hospitals 
and aged care facilities in the Catholic Health Australia 
family are so proud of their hardworking staff and we 
wanted to document that both to thank them now and 
for posterity,” Mr Garcia said. 

“These quiet heroes have turned up to work every day 
to help people, often in the face of considerable risks 
to themselves.” 

Toby Hall, group chief executive of St Vincent’s Health 
Australia, said: “These short films provide a valuable 
glimpse into that remarkable effort, something which 
we've seen right across the entire sector.”   

You can view the videos here cha.org.au/thankyou        
CathNews, 28 October 2020 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

“Spirit of Hope” City Monthly Prayer Meeting  
will be held in St Stephen's Chapel, on Wednesday  
4 November, 10.45am - 12.15pm, following the regular 
10am Mass. (You will need to ring the Cathedral on 3324 
3030 to book for Mass).  Join us for Praise & Worship + 
Personal Prayer Ministry. The guest speaker will be 
Juliana Tan.  Due to COVID-19 only 34 people are 
allowed in the Chapel. To book, contact Maureen on 
0403 002 199 or maureenallison43@gmail.com. 
 
Anglican Roman Catholic Reconciliation Service 
One element of the Covenant that exists between the 
Anglican and Roman Catholic Dioceses in South East 
Queensland is an annual Reconciliation Service held as 
close as possible to 4 November.  This year it will be 
hosted by St Luke’s Anglican Church, Toowoomba on 
Wednesday 4 November, 7pm.  The service will also be 
live-streamed on www.facebook.com/StLukesParish 
 
Spend Time with God Every Morning  
Sign up to receive the Daily Gospel 
Reflection. These reflections are mailed to 
your inbox at 6am each day (Monday to 
Friday) and are just a three minute read 
that could be done over breakfast, 
intended to invite you into prayer. Written 
by Catholic lay people (men and women 
from Evangelisation Brisbane), for Catholic 
lay people about the gospel of the day to 
help you start your day with God. 
Subscribe via the QR code or 
https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/daily-reflections/ 

SUPPORT SERVICES AVAILABLE 
Are you experiencing financial 

hardship at this time? 
Contact Vinnies on 1800 846 643. 

A hand up not a hand out. 

Lifeline - 13 11 14  
Beyond Blue - 1800 512 348  
Kids Helpline - 1800 551 800  

MensLine Australia - 1300 78 99 78 

http://www.agnusday.org/
https://cha.org.au/thankyou
mailto:maureenallison43@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StLukesParish
https://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/daily-reflections/


 


