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Reflection by Greg Sunter
This week’s gospel passage carries
with it the expectation of the late 1st
Century as the early Christians
awaited the triumphant return of the
Christ (sometimes called the Second
Coming or the Parousia). This is a
familiar theme through the gospels
and, in fact, across the gospels we can
see that the communities were
beginning to face the realisation that
the promised return was taking longer than they had
expected. In the gospel of Mark, it is clear that the
community expects the Parousia at any moment, while by
the time of the writing of the gospel of Luke, 10 or 15 years
later, we can see that the language has taken on an
aspect of uncertainty about the timing – it could be sooner
or it could be later (‘It may be in the second watch he
comes, or in the third…’).
What began to emerge was an attitude that if we don’t
know when the Parousia will come, then we need to live
‘in anticipation’ of it. We need to live as if the Parousia
were imminent. So, rather than waiting for the kingdom of
God to be delivered, we must live our lives in such a way
as to bring about the kingdom; to draw the kingdom into
the present. Jesus often spoke of the kingdom as both
near and not yet. If we all live the values of the kingdom,
by our very actions we bring the kingdom into being. This
gives an incredible significance to the way we choose to
live our lives. If we ‘invest’ in the kingdom by living out the
values of the kingdom and living in expectation of the
Parousia, then that ‘investment’ is its own reward.

PARISH HAPPENINGS
LOOKING AHEAD
Monday 12 August
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church
Tuesday 13 August
- 9.00am Playgroup – Hospitality
- 9.30am Scripture Group – Library
Wednesday 14 August
OFFICE CLOSED & 8AM MASS ONLY

- 10.30am BED Scripture Group – Library
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library
Thursday 15 August

IMPORTANT - From the Parish Office
As of Monday last week, the email address
pa.carina@bne.catholic.net.au no longer exist.
This is due to the fact that it is an unnecessary
email to have and monitoring it has become
difficult. For all volunteers currently using this
email and anyone else, from now on please email
carina@bne.catholic.net.au. If you have any
finance inquiries please email Chris our
Finance Officer fo.carina@bne.catholic.net.au.
If you have any sacramental inquiries, please
email
Shelly
our
Pastoral
Associate
sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au.

Feast of the Assumption (Holy Day of Obligation)

- 9.00am Playgroup – Hospitality
- 9.30am Two Hearts Prayer Group – Church
- 7.00pm Italian Mass for Assumption – Church
Saturday 16 August
- 7.15pm AA – Library
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick
and those whose anniversaries occur around this
time Domenico Pizzica, Mavis Steele, Ron Steele,
Joanne DeWolf and the recently deceased Mary
(May) Gordan.

First Holy Communion – Session 3
A reminder to the families
preparing for First Holy
Communion, that the Third
Family Session will be at the
following times in the Church.
- Thursday 22 August, 3.30pm (Option 1)
- Sunday 25 August, 3.00pm (Option 2)
Please ensure that you have booked online,
through the School Interviews Portal, for a
session.
Congratulations – Fr William Loh
While we were up here in
Brisbane celebrating the
Feast of St Dominic, there
was
another
special
celebration
happening
down in Sydney. Many of you may remember Br
William Loh, who was with us here at the Carina
Parish during the second half of 2016. Well, we
are happy to announce that Br William is now Fr
William, newly ordained on Saturday the 3rd of
August, which as you know happens to be the
Feast of St Dominic. To make it even more
special, he was ordained by Dominican,
Archbishop Anthony Fisher O.P. A huge
congratulations to Fr William on his Ordination
and we look forward to seeing the great things he
does!
OLOG Diners August – Cancelled
OLOG Diners will not be meeting for dinner in
August as the date falls on the Exhibition
Wednesday Public Holiday and a number of the
regular diners are away. They will meet next on
Wednesday 11 September. Any newcomers are
invited to join!

From the Parish Secretary
It comes with great sadness that I announce my
departure as Parish Secretary for Our Lady of
Graces, as I move to Melbourne in November. If
anyone is interested or if you know someone who
might be interested, please see below.
Our Lady of Graces Parish
invites applications for the part time position of
Parish Secretary
30 hours per week Monday to Thursday (negotiable)
Official start date of employment will be
Monday 14 October 2019
The successful applicant will have:
 Demonstrated ability in providing reception
services and administrative support.
 Well-developed written and oral communication
skills and interpersonal skills for providing
excellent customer service to internal and
external stakeholders.
 Demonstrated capacity to work both
independently and with others.
 Current computer skills.
 A willingness to work within the Mission and
Vision of the Catholic Church.
Specific responsibilities include:
The day-to-day running of the parish office including
reception, general office responsibilities, routine financial
duties, publish weekly newsletter, liturgical booklets,
database entry, routine correspondence, maintaining
parish registers, diary management for parish priest,
photocopying and filing.
Additional information, including a position description
can be obtained from James Herd on 3324 3331 or email
herdj@bne.catholic.net.au. Applications close on
Wednesday, 28 August 2019.
To apply for this position, please email your current
resume and a covering letter outlining your suitability for
the position to James Herd, herdj@bne.catholic.net.au.
Applications should include the name of two (2) referees
one of which preferably should be a Parish Priest.
Remuneration will be based on the suitable candidate’s
skills and experience and be paid in line with the Clerks
Private Sector Modern Award 2010.
The Archdiocese of Brisbane has standards of conduct for
employees and volunteers to maintain a safe and healthy
environment. Our commitment to these standards requires
that we conduct background referencing for all persons
who will engage in direct and regular involvement with
children, young people and/or vulnerable adults.

SOMETHING FUNNY

Two Hearts Prayer Group
The Two Hearts Prayer Group will meet in the
Church after the 9am Mass on Thursday the 15th
of August. All Welcome.
Social Justice – Homelessness Sunday 2019
Housing is a core human right and the foundation
needs for full economic, social and community
participation. Australia’s current homeless crisis
is the lack of supply of social and affordable
housing with many experiencing homelessness,
living in short term accommodation, “couch
surfing” through friends and family and being
waitlisted for public housing.
What the statistics show is that across Australia
there are over 105,000 people who are
homeless, 195,000 people are currently waiting
for community housing and 875,000 people are
stressed with their current housing.
Every year the Australian taxpayer pays $27,000
for those who are sleeping rough and an
additional $3 billion a year for Government
services.
Other factors that contribute to homelessness
and poor living conditions are:
 Intergenerational poverty
 Mental illness
 Chronic illness/ disability
 Long term unemployment
 Financial crisis/debt
 Family
upheavals/relationship
breakdowns
 Domestic and family violence
 Various addictions
 Discrimination and social exclusion
However, a quick fix of just building houses for
the homeless is not enough, it requires thorough
research into all contributing factors followed by
implementation of strategies and further
development in homeless prevention for all those
who are currently struggling. For more
information
visit
https://www.homelessnessaustralia.org.au/

PLENARY COUNCIL
This National Theme for Discernment is inspired
by the voices of the People of God who shared a
passion for participating in the missionary nature
of the Church and desire stronger support,
involvement and formation among all the
baptised who make up the Church. The data also
identified the need to reach out and communicate
more effectively and to find new ways of living
and proclaiming the Gospel in Australia today.
There was a call for the strengthening of
leadership and ministries in parishes and
schools, training to equip leaders for ministry,
pastoral support for various groups within parish
and faith communities, and a desire for a unified
voice in engaging social issues such as life and
religious freedom.
Read
more
about
this
time
at:
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

CATHOLIC LEADER
Catholic leaders are available at the back of
the church for $2.
•
•
•

•

Brisbane Eritrean Catholic family finds peace in
multicultural Australia
Parramatta Bishop Vincent Long shares his views
on migration at a three-day national conference in
Brisbane
Panellists at the 7th Annual Australian Catholic
University Solidarity Dinner discuss the path of
solidarity and a hope-filled future for Indigenous
Australians
Australian state legislatures are falling to radical
abortion laws – New South Wales the next state
to table abortion-to-birth legislation

Become a part of the parish Planned Giving Program to help your Parish grow.
We thank, sincerely, all Parishioners who contribute to Planned Giving. Your ongoing commitment and
contribution assists the parish to budget for operating expenses (wages, rates, electricity, phones,
maintenance etc) as well as parish pastoral planning (faith education, sacramental preparation, resources
etc). To obtain Planned Giving Envelopes or to contribute by direct debit, complete this form and place on
the plate, or contact the Parish Office. Planned Giving contributions are not Tax Deductable.
Surname: _____________________________________ Given names _________________________
Address _______________________________________________P/code_________________
Phone _________________________________
Email _____________________________________________

