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Reflection by Greg Sunter
In today’s gospel, Jesus provides
his disciples, and all Christians, with
a model for prayer. In keeping with
this modelling by Jesus, it is
significant that the Lord’s Prayer, or
Our Father, is the common prayer of
all
Christians,
regardless
of
denomination.
The parable and teaching that follow
the Lord’s Prayer make clear the
particular purpose of prayer that
Jesus was highlighting – prayer as petition. In this instance,
Jesus assures us that if we pray for what we need with
conviction and confidence, then God cannot fail to respond to
our prayer. Jesus in fact encourages us to be demanding and
persistent in our prayer. However, the parable used to
demonstrate the persistent nature of prayer is not focused on
demands for selfish purposes, but rather the neighbour needs
assistance in fulfilling his obligations of hospitality to a traveller.
He is not waking his neighbour in the middle of the night to ask
for bread for himself; he asks for bread to give to his guest. He
asks for help to fulfil his duty and responsibility. This gives us
something of an idea about how we might focus our prayer.
Praying for a pony or new bike isn’t quite in the same league!
The final element of the gospel passage provides us with a
description of God’s love and care by something of a negative
comparison: if human parents would not do harm instead of
good to their children, God is even less likely to act like this
towards us. It’s a bit of an odd way around of saying that God’s
love is greater than anything within our experience or
imagination.

PARISH HAPPENINGS
LOOKING AHEAD
Monday 29 July
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church
Tuesday 30 July
- 9.00am Playgroup – Hospitality
- 9.30am Scripture Group – Library
- 7.00pm FHC Reconciliation – Church
Wednesday 31 July
- 10.30am BED Scripture Group – Library
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Front Parlour
- 7.00pm FHC Reconciliation – Church
Thursday 1 August
- 9.00am Playgroup – Hospitality
Saturday 3 August
- 7.15pm AA – Library

Holy Infant Orphanage Mae Sot, Thailand
Thank you to those who have
generously donated money or
purchased
our
beautiful
handicrafts to help support the
Holy Infant Orphanage in Mae
Sot, Thailand.
We will place the envelopes out
again this weekend and you can
either put these envelopes in the brown box at the
back of the church or you can put them in the
collection plate.
Fr Alex leaves to visit the Orphanage on the 5th of
August, returning on the 15th of August. If you
want to help more or have questions, please
speak with Fr Alex or contact the office.

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick
Carmel Olive and those whose anniversaries occur
around this time Michael Connell, Patrick Boyle,
Annamaria Pizzica, Rosario Coco and Harry Pieper
and the recently deceased.

500 Card Group
The meet next Friday evening 2 August at
7.30pm in the Aquinas Room. We invite all new
players to come along!

First Holy Communion – Reconciliation
A reminder to the families
preparing for First Holy
Communion, that the II Rite
of Reconciliation will be
held at the following times in
the Church.
- Tuesday 30 July, 7.00pm (Option 1)
- Wednesday 31 July, 7.00pm (Option 2)
Please ensure that you have booked online,
through the School Interviews Portal, for a
session.

OLOG Diners August – Cancelled
OLOG Diners will not be meeting for dinner in
August as the date falls on the Exhibition
Wednesday Public Holiday and a number of the
regular diners are away. They will meet next on
Wednesday 11 September. Any newcomers are
invited to join!

St Dominic’s Feast Day Celebrations
St Dominic’s Feast day will be
celebrated over the weekend of
the 3rd and 4th of August. After
the 6pm and 5.30pm Masses,
there will be soup and bread
available and after the 7am and
9am mass there will be an
opportunity for Cuppa’s and cakes, we invite you
all to bring a plate to share in the festivities. See
you there!
School St Dominic’s Feast Day Celebrations
Next Friday 2/8, St Martin’s and San Sisto will be
celebrating St Dominic’s Feast day in a joint
celebration. This is just a coutesy notice that it
may affect parking and we thank you for your
understanding.
Novena for St Dominic’s Feast Day
In the lead up to St Dominic’s Feast
Day on the 3rd of August, you are
invited to participate in a novena after
mass. You will find in front of the statue
of St Dominic, prayer booklets with the
appropriate prayers in them for you to
take.

Planned Giving via Credit Card
 Do you contribute to Planned Giving via
Credit Card?
 Have you received a new Credit Card in
the last year?
If you have answered YES to
both of the questions, please
check your contributions are
being deducted regularly. We
currently have a few credit card
planned givers with expired details. Please
contact Chris (Mon, Wed and Thurs) at the Parish
Office if you need to update your credit card
details.

Volunteers needed
The numbers for volunteers across all ministries
is depleting at a rapid rate, to the point where we
are losing more volunteers than gaining. This
could be put down to a
number of issues however,
we need to look at moving
forward and elevating the
volunteer numbers. A few
facts
answers
and
questions about volunteering in ministries:
Q. How many times a month do I have to
volunteer?
A. Volunteering is generally a once-a-month
commitment although you can choose to do more
if you wish.
Q. What if one month I cannot make it?
A. We first ask that you contact the rest of your
team, sometimes someone will offer to swap or
just look after it for you. If that is not successful,
you can contact the Mass Coordinator and the
office and they can help out. But please don’t
worry that you are letting anyone down.
Q. What if I don’t know what to do?
A. Before you begin your ministry, there will be
training offered to help show you what to do.
Q. What do I have to do to sign up?
A. Just go to http://archbne.org/welcome and fill
out the necessary information for the ministry you
wish to join.
The ministries you can join are:
 Minister of Communion
 Data Projector Operator (Powerpoint)
 Reading
 Communion at Home
 Children’s liturgy
 Cuppa n Chat
 Music
If you have any more questions about the Role
Description or just volunteering in general, please
feel free to contact the Parish office.
The Archdiocese of Brisbane has standards of
conduct for employees and volunteers to
maintain a safe and healthy environment. Our
commitment to these standards requires that we
conduct background referencing for all persons
who will engage in direct and regular involvement
with children, young people and/or vulnerable
adults.
SOMETHING FUNNY

Back Tables
Please note that if you would like anything on the
tables at the back of the church, including flyers,
prayer cards, medals etc, you are to first come to
the office or to Fr Alex to have this approved. The
back tables have been getting messy again and
we have to ensure that all important news and
information have priority. Thankyou.
COMMUNITY NEWS
Public Lecture- Bearers of a Dangerous
Memory: The Prophetic Legacy of Mary Ward
Dr Elaine McDonald is the Head of Policy and
Practice at Dublin City University and a great
proponent of the vision of Mary Ward and the
educational legacy of the Loreto Sisters.
Sponsored by the Loreto Sisters and Loreto
Ministries, Elaine is undertaking a speaking tour
of Australia across July/August 2019, including
public lectures, visits to all eight schools and
involvement in the LML Boards’ Colloquium in
Adelaide across 26‑28 July. In each state Elaine
will deliver a public lecture to which all friends of
Loreto are invited. Elaine will explore some
elements of the life of Mary Ward that mark her
out as a prophetic leader and introduce us to the
resilience of the followers of Mary Ward in
keeping alive her memory and vision. In doing
this Elaine hopes that we will uncover parallels
between the landscape of Mary Ward’s life and
the landscape of our lives as ‘bearers of a
dangerous memory’.
Cost: $5.00 per booking
Booking link:
http://bit.ly/DrElaineMcDonald2019
CATHOLIC LEADER
Catholic leaders are available at the back of
the church for $2.
• Toowoomba Bishop Robert McGuckin
ordains Fr Tom Duncan to serve the people
of Toowoomba diocese
• Catholic leaders denounce Australia’s
offshore detention policy as thousands rallied
in capital cities last weekend, calling for the
release of 800 refugees
• Catholic Education Week begins on July 28,
full of festivities, liturgy and learning
• Presbyteral Jubilee Mass commemorates the
life and work of the many priests celebrating
significant anniversaries in Brisbane
archdiocese
• Vinnies Shop West End is blessed by
Capuchin Father Lam Vu, ‘starting off the
store on the right foot’
• NET Ministries’ Luke Schaefer ran away from
his family’s faith when he was 17 years old
and now he travels the world evangelising
• Gatton Laidley parish rejoices in the united
faith of their diverse parishioners with a
Multicultural Mass last month

Become a part of the parish Planned Giving Program to help your Parish grow.
We thank, sincerely, all Parishioners who contribute to Planned Giving. Your ongoing commitment and
contribution assists the parish to budget for operating expenses (wages, rates, electricity, phones,
maintenance etc) as well as parish pastoral planning (faith education, sacramental preparation, resources
etc). To obtain Planned Giving Envelopes or to contribute by direct debit, complete this form and place on
the plate, or contact the Parish Office. Planned Giving contributions are not Tax Deductable.
Surname: _____________________________________ Given names _________________________
Address _______________________________________________P/code_________________
Phone _________________________________
Email _____________________________________________

