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Reflection by Greg Sunter  
Today's gospel is such a familiar one and 
such an enduring image that the title for the 
hero has passed into everyday use to 
describe a stranger who does a good turn 
for another. Many countries even have what 
is known as a ‘Good Samaritan Law’ that 
protects those who may hurt another person 
when they act in good faith to provide aid. 
The parable is told in response to the 
question, ‘And who is my neighbour?’  

Anyone hearing Jesus tell the story would have recognised the 
familiar story structure – things happening in three with the 
most important element occurring on the third repetition. As 
three people came upon the injured man on the road, the 
audience would have known that the hero of the story would 
be the third one along. But, as Jesus often did with his 
parables, the pattern is suddenly disrupted. Rather than the 
hero being an upright, faithful Jewish person, it is none other 
than a Samaritan who is the one who shows mercy. 
Samaritans and Jews had a deep-seated mistrust and 
suspicion towards one another that went back generations. So 
strong was the ill-feeling between the two peoples that when 
Jesus finishes his story and asks the lawyer which man proved 
himself a neighbour, the lawyer cannot even say ‘the 
Samaritan’ – he says ‘the one who took pity’. 

 
The story concludes with the instruction, ‘Go and do the same 
yourself’. The commandment is to act with compassion 
towards others – even those you may not like. The priority of 
compassion over the Law is a major theme of the gospel of 
Luke. It is often described as the gospel of compassion. The 
Samaritan acts with compassion, rather than out of ‘patterned’ 
behaviours and attitudes. Jesus challenges the lawyer – and 
us – to ‘Go and do the same’.  



PARISH HAPPENINGS 

LOOKING AHEAD  
Monday 15 July 
- 10.30am Dominican Laity - Library 
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church 
Tuesday 16 July  
- 9.00am Playgroup – Hospitality Area 
- 9.30am Scripture Group – Library 
- 11.00am Funeral – Church 
- 7.00pm Social Justice – Library  
- 7.00pm Liturgy Committee – Church  
Wednesday 17 July    
- 10.30am BED Scripture Group – Library 
- 3.30pm FHC session 1a – Church  
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library 
 Thursday 18 July  
- 9.00am Playgroup – Hospitality Area 
Saturday 13 July  
- 7.15pm AA – Library 
  

 

Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick 
Carmel Olive and those whose anniversaries occur 
around this time Victoria Cenita, Gerald Simento, 
Winnie Sutherland, Jean-Claude Alizart, Stella 
McIntyre, Freda Hill, Joe Hill, Colin Patrick Senior, 
Tony Nobilo, John Sullivan, Patricia Bergin and the 
recently deceased Lauretta Buffardeci, Aguida 
Moniz, Rita Mahoney, Pierino Gugliotta and Venera 
(Vera) Caltabiano 
 

BED Deanery Meeting  
The next BED meeting is to be held here at Our 
Lady of Graces on 24 July at 7.30pm in the 
Library. We encourage parishioners to attend the 
meeting and have an 
active involvement. We are 
also looking for volunteers 
for the night to help with a 
light supper (sandwiches 
and cakes/biscuits). If you 
can help out or wish to 
attend, please let the Parish 
office know. 

 

BED Scripture Group News 
The BED Scripture Study will commence on July 
9th and 10th  2019 and will run for 8 weeks. 
‘Unlocking the Mysteries of the Bible’, presented 
by Jeff Cavins, will explore how the sacraments, 
the church and our entire Catholic faith are rooted 
in scripture and tradition. It will also show how the 
Old Testament and New Testament are 
connected as well as how the bible relates to 
every day life. Please read the following for more 
information:  

Evening sessions: Tuesdays, start 9 July, 
6.30pm at St Thomas’ Parish, Camp Hill 

Morning sessions: Wednesdays, start 10 July, 
10.30am at Our Lady of Graces Parish, Carina 

Contact: For more information, please contact 
Louise Simento on 0456700040. 
 

Counters Required 
We are currently in need of two additional 
counters, two hours per fortnight, to help with 
counting the weekly collections on Mondays.  If 
interested, please contact the parish office for 
further information and requirements. 
 

First Holy Communion – 
Family Session 1 
A reminder to the families 
preparing for First Holy 
Communion, that Family 
Session 1 will be held at the 

following times in the Church.  

- Wednesday 17 July, 3.30pm - 4.30pm (Option 1) 
- Sunday 21 July, 3pm – 4pm (Option 2) 

Please ensure that you have booked online, 
through the School Interviews Portal, for a 
session. 
 

5.30pm Kid’s Mass (21 July) 
The next Kid’s Mass is Sunday evening 21 July 
at 5.30pm Mass.   

This is a great opportunity for those children 
currently preparing for First Holy Communion, to 
experience the Mass with their peers. 

Children can participate by taking up the 
collection, handing out newsletters, or bringing 
up the gifts.  You need to be available to bring 
them to the church around 5pm for a little 
coaching.  To take part, go to 
www.schoolinterviews.com.au and using code 
Lur6g, register for the ministry of your choice. 
 

Holy Infant Orphanage Mae Sot, Thailand 
The Missionary Sister of St 
Dominic were asked to work with 
Burmese Refugees in Thailand. 
One of the ministries they took 
on was the establishment and 
running of an orphanage in the 
north-west of Thailand.  
 

Over the last 8 years, Fr Alex has been travelling 
to Mae Sot to give retreats to the sisters and to 
work with the children.  
 
Parish communities have supported the many 
different projects for example, new solar panels 
for power supply, water tanks and a baker.  
 
A few years ago, a weaving 
workshop was built in which some 
of the beautiful products 
produced will be sold this 
weekend. You may also like to 
help with the work of the sisters 
by donations. There will be 
envelopes provided in the pews 
this weekend. All money from the sale of the 
weaving items as well as any donations will go 
directly to the sisters. Thank-you. 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiw_93YkZrjAhUUQH0KHXtBDtoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.annthegran.com/prd/designs/machine-embroidery-designs/first-holy-communion/1/48530.aspx&psig=AOvVaw0UVaXc5kww5DhhKN-mjgwX&ust=1562290626457384
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjS5rL4_KvjAhXVZCsKHWa3DHwQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://clipart-library.com/help-wanted-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw32m0nHocxzocn74YvV-Z4P&ust=1562903902700301


Plenary Council 2020:  
National Theme for Discernment #1  
How is God calling us to be a 
Christ-centred Church that is 
Missionary and Evangelising?  
This National Theme for Discernment is inspired 
by the voices of the People of God who shared a 
passion for participating in the missionary nature 
of the Church and desire stronger support, 
involvement and formation among all the 
baptised who make up the Church. Find out more 
at www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au 
 

From the Parish Secretary – PNG edition 
I am back (for those of 
you who have not seen 
me yet). My trip to PNG 
was fruitful and an eye 
opening experience. 
Nine of us travelled to 
PNG (10 including Sr 

Mel) and taken straight to our lodging at the 
Canossian Sisters Convent in Bomana. The first 2 
days were to be settled in, do grocery shopping etc. 
We had the honour of meeting Cardinal John Ribat, 
who invited us to his home for lunch and we had a 
lovely chat with him. The next few days were 
dedicated to our medical patrols driving out to 
villages. We weren’t sure what we would expect to 
see, but our first day was difficult. We arrived at a 
rubbish dump, the scenes were confronting as we 
were told that around 3000 people lived there, 
young children looking after their infant siblings and 
many sick people with many ailments. We looked 
on in awe as the sisters worked non-stop to help as 
many people as they could with the limited 
resources they are supplied with, we too assisted. 
The next couple of visits were slightly better 
conditions, however lack of access to clean water 
seems to be the main issue. We also did some work 
with the teachers training college, which was 
attached to our residence. Having teachers of our 
own in our group, they were able to put their 
knowledge to good use. We also visited the Holy 
Spirit Seminary, where we saw Fr Tom Cassidy, he 
sends his regards to you all. I could go on for much 
longer about the trip but I will stop it here, if you have 
any questions, please feel free to email or pop in to 
see me!  
 
I would like to thank everyone for their generous 
donations, I can tell you first hand that many of 
the school supplies have been delivered and the 
medical supplies have been put to good use. 
This trip was a first for the Canossian Sisters 
Australia and it looks as though there will be 
another trip next year, so for all of those young 
people, men and women, who are looking to do 
mission work, this is the way to do it, keep an 
eye out for any news around this. Thank you to 
the Canossian Sisters Australia and the Sacred 
Heart Province and especially Sisters Mel and 
Emma for the wonderful and enlightening 
experience. 
 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
 

- Thank you & Winter Appeal 
The Conference at Our Lady of Graces really 
wishes to thank the many supporters.  Including 
the very warm blankets recently distributed to 
clients from the Parish Knitting Group, the food 
provided to families in need including fresh 
produce donated by members of the Parish, 
“winter food appeal” response from both San 
Sisto College and St Martin’s Primary school and 
direct financial donations.    
- How to Help 
Please continue to provide food donations in 
the baskets at the front of the church, provide 
a financial donation via the Parish Office or 
Piety Staff or Poor boxes in the Church, or 
make a direct financial transfer to SVDP BSB 
064 162, Account number 00906129, Agent 
number 2303 (it is important to reference in 
the transaction the agent Number to ensure 
the funds are allocated to the Carina 
Conference).  
I would love to hear from you in any activity you 
may like to undertake and may be contacted on 
mobile 0438 982140 or email 
brdougherty@bigpond.com     Barbara Dougherty 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

St Ignatius Parish, Toowong 
Annual Women’s Night of Spirtuality  
When: Tuesday 30 July, 2019 7.30pm - 9.15pm  
Where: Stuartholme School Chapel, Birdwood 
Tce Toowong  
Guest Speakers:  

 Juliette Wright - CEO – Givit Organisation  

 Jen Witheriff - Executive Leadership Coach  

 Aunty Evelyn Parkin - Indigineous Spritual 
Guide  

Supper provided Donation at door. No booking 
required. Parking available (refer map via link) 
https://stuartholme.com/discover/location-
and-facilities/campus-map/ 
 

CATHOLIC LEADER 
 

Catholic leaders are available at the back of 

the church for $2. 

• Brisbane opens NAIDOC week with an 
annual Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Mass at St Stephen’s Cathedral last Sunday 

• Queensland doctors warn vulnerable older 
people could feel pressured if euthanasia is 
legalised 

• Pro-life group says public sentiment is 
running deep against abortion – prompting 
the organisation to start a national advertising 
campaign 

 Sainthood step for Cardinal John Henry 
Newman fills Brisbane Oratory community 
with joy.

http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
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Become a part of the parish Planned Giving Program to help your Parish grow. 

We thank, sincerely, all Parishioners who contribute to Planned Giving.  Your ongoing commitment and 
contribution assists the parish to budget for operating expenses (wages, rates, electricity, phones, 

maintenance etc) as well as parish pastoral planning (faith education, sacramental preparation, resources 
etc).  To obtain Planned Giving Envelopes or to contribute by direct debit, complete this form and place on 

the plate, or contact the Parish Office.  Planned Giving contributions are not Tax Deductable. 

Surname: _____________________________________ Given names _________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________P/code_________________ 

Phone _________________________________  

Email _____________________________________________ 

 

 


