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The Ascension of the Lord

29 May 2022

The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land on
which our parish stands.

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA
The Solemnity of the Ascension is really a kind of
liminal moment in the Easter season. It is a time
between times; a moment when we have left one
place, but have not yet arrived at a second. While
the narratives that describe the Ascension fit well
into the unfolding story of redemption, the feast
celebrates the exaltation of Jesus. The readings
allow us to focus on this theological point while we
commemorate a turning point in the life of the
church. We do this by considering the
enthronement of Christ in the heavens and the
new body of Christ on earth.
Many of the Easter accounts have directed our
attention to the appearances of Jesus which were
intended to strengthen the Christians' belief in his bodily resurrection.
Today we stand awestruck, watching Jesus ascend into the clouds of heaven,
there to be enthroned at the right hand of God. Today is a day to be
overwhelmed by the reality of the divinity of the one whom we have known in
his humanity.
Christ who ascended into heaven in his body carries on what he began on earth
through his new body, the community of believers. He teaches through its
apostles and evangelists. He ministers through its prophets and pastors. We
have not been left alone; we have his power, the same power with which he
performed marvels when he walked the earth. We have not been left alone; we
have each other. Together we make up the new body of Christ.
Sacrament of Confirmation
This coming Tuesday Night, 31 May, the children who
have been preparing for the Sacrament of
Confirmation will be confirmed and anointed with the
Holy Sacred Chrism by Bishop Ken Howell. Please
keep the children in your prayers this week, especially
on Tuesday Night.

PARISH HAPPENINGS
LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday 29 May
- 12noon Baptisms – Church
- 1.00pm Jesus Youth – Library
- 2.00pm Confirmation Practice (5.00pm) – Church
- 4.00pm Confirmation Practice (7.00pm) – Church
Monday 30 May
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church
- 7.00pm RCIA – Library
Tuesday 31 May
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area
- 5.00pm Sacrament of Confirmation – Church
- 7.00pm Sacrament of Confirmation – Church
Wednesday 1 June
- 9.45am Novena: Our Lady of Perpetual Help
– Church
- 10.30am BED Scripture Group – Library
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library
- 7.00pm Alpha-Youth – Aquinas Room
Thursday 2 June
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area
- 11.00am BED Scripture Group – Library
- 6.00pm Thomas Cantley Singers – Church
Friday 3 June
- 7.30pm 500 Card Group – Aquinas Room
Sunday 5 June
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick
Caroline Massa, Vicki Johnson, Fr Anthony Lemon,
Marie Atkinson, Lynn Toon, Elliott Jones-Perrin, Pamela
O’Reilly, Noah Riley those whose anniversaries
occur around this time Peter Hapuarachchi, Diana
Marisol Espinoza, Terry Dwyer, Peter Hellwig, Tracey
Elizabeth Begley, Rosetta Jorgesen, Colin Grieshaber
and the recently deceased Divina Budic, Pam Foley,
Sonny Deverala, Gino Aggetta, Konrad Bobek.

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service
The Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity in Australia is observed in
the week between The Ascension
of the Lord and Pentecost Sunday.
The theme for the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity in 2022 was
chosen by the Middle East Council
of Churches, “We saw the star in the East, and we
came to worship” (cf Matthew 2:2). More than ever,
in these difficult times, we need a light that shines in
the darkness and that light, Christians proclaim, has
been manifested in Jesus Christ.
The annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Service in Brisbane will be hosted by the Anglican
Diocese of Brisbane on Friday 3 June at 11am at
St John’s Cathedral, 373 Ann Street, Brisbane CBD.
All Christians are welcome.
St Vincent de Paul Carina Conference
To donate money via bank transfer, please use
the following account details:
St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina
BSB: 064 786 Account Number: 100026584
To donate non-perishable food, you are welcome
to leave your donations in the baskets at the front
door of the church. Thank you for your support.

Tuesday
Playgroup
has
vacancies for parents and carers
to bring their pre-school aged
children (0-5) to enjoy playing together and engaging
with other children. Playgroup is held in the fully
enclosed hospitality area with lots of grassy space
and toys to play with, plus art and craft, musical play,
fun activities and storytime. They meet each
Tuesday, 9.30am - 11.15am, during school terms.
Fees are $10 per term plus Playgroup QLD
membership (easy to join online). Contact: Allana
Wanny, ajwanny@gmail.com or 0438 763 268
Parish 500 Card Group will meet at 7.30pm on
Friday 3 June in the Aquinas Room. New members
are more than welcome.
Pentecost Sunday
Next Sunday 5 June is Pentecost Sunday, known as
the Birthday of the Church, and is the last day of the
Season of Easter. To get into the spirit of our
celebration, you may want to consider wearing an
item of red clothing to Mass next weekend. If so, try
and find some time this week to decide what that
piece of red clothing might be.
Holy Spirit History Booklet for Children
Next weekend we will have available a ‘Holy Spirit
History’ booklet template for the children to put
together at home and learn about the Holy Spirit’s
presence throughout history from Creation, to Jesus,
to Pentecost and to us today. Make sure your
children pick up their booklet template next Sunday.
OLOG Diners will meet on Wednesday, 8 June,
6.00pm, at Carina Leagues Club. All parishioners are
welcome to attend to connect & socialise.
Brisbane East Deanery Meeting
It gives me great pleasure to invite all members of
the Brisbane East Deanery to our first Deanery
Pastoral Council meeting for 2022.
The gathering will take place at the Bulimba
Parish Meeting Room on Thursday 9 June at
7.00pm. To celebrate the occasion and to enjoy
the easing of some restrictions we will commence
with wine and cheese and formal proceedings to
commence at 7.30pm.
The main item on the agenda will be a
presentation by Cynthia Rowan who is Project
Manager for the Reconciliation Action Plan. The
presentation is our way of being better-informed
as to the Action Plans being developed in
Parishes and Deaneries throughout the
Archdiocese.
With every blessing over these days of
preparation for Pentecost.
Fr Kevin Smith
Dean – Brisbane East Deanery
Parish Shop News
Are you looking for a gift/card for a family member
who is celebrating a Sacrament this year?
Look no further than the Parish Shop. There are a
number of gift options and cards for the Sacraments
of Baptism, Confirmation & First Holy Communion
that are available for purchase.

National Reconciliation Week (27 May - 3 June)

COMMUNITY NEWS
The “Spirit Of Hope” City Monthly Prayer Meeting
will be held in St Stephen's Chapel on Wednesday
1 June, 10.45am - 12.15pm, following the regular
10am Mass. The prayer meeting involves Praise &
Worship, Teaching & Personal Prayer Ministry.
The Guest Speaker this month will be Audrey Seow.
Enq: Maureen 0403 002 199 or Helena 0405 321 901

The National Reconciliation Week 2022 theme,
“Be Brave. Make Change” is a challenge to all
Australians - individuals, families, communities,
organisations and government - to Be Brave and
tackle the unfinished business of reconciliation so
we can Make Change for the benefit of all
Australians.
Last year, Reconciliation Australia encouraged all
Australians to take action; not just in National
Reconciliation Week but every week of the year.
This year we are asking everyone to make change
beginning with brave actions in their daily lives where they live, work, play and socialise.
National Reconciliation Week (27 May - 3 June) is
a time for all Australians to learn about our shared
histories, cultures, and achievements, and to
explore how each of us can contribute to
achieving reconciliation in Australia.
These dates commemorate two significant
milestones in the reconciliation journey - the
successful 1967 referendum (27 May 1967), and
the High Court Mabo decision (3 June 1992).
Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and
actions of all Australians as we move forward,
creating a nation strengthened by respectful
relationships between the wider Australian
community, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples.
Parish Social Justice Group

Archbishop's Dinner for Women: Gain insight and
wisdom into your discernment journey and the
questions you are currently facing at the annual
Archbishop’s Dinner for Women (Thursday 2 June,
6pm-8.30pm), where you’ll be inspired by Archbishop
Mark Coleridge’s passion for the role of women in the
Church and the importance of consecrated life.
To find out more or register your interest, visit
http://www.vocationbrisbane.com/upcoming-events
St Ignatius’ Women’s Night of Spirituality
presents Joan Chittister osb for the Toowong
Parish’s annual event celebrating women’s
spirituality. Joan is a practical theologian and
renowned author who has written over 50 books.
When: Friday 3 June 2022, 7pm-9pm
Where: Stuartholme School Chapel, Toowong.
Tickets: $35 each Bookings: trybooking.com/BYQTJ

Information sourced from https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/aboutnrw/ and https://nrw.reconciliation.org.au/

Children’s Liturgy of the Word for all primary
school aged children is being held on the 3rd & 4th
Sundays of the Month during 9.00am Mass.
Children’s Liturgy of the Word will next be held on
Sundays 19 & 26 June.
Sunday 5.30pm Kids’ Mass
The 3rd Sunday of the Month 5.30pm Kids’ Mass is
back on Sunday 19 June.
Children can participate by reading, taking up the
collection, handing out newsletters, or bringing up the
gifts. You need to be available to bring them to the
church around 5pm for a little coaching. To take part,
go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and using code
9may2, register for the ministry of your choice.
Sacramental Program 2022
First Holy Communion (Year 4 / 9 years old)
The First Holy Communion Parent Information
Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 21 June, 7.00pm
in Our Lady of Graces Church. It is asked that at least
one parent per family attend this important meeting.
Shelly Stone, Pastoral Associate

Vocation View
Our Spiritual Life is a Journey
- following the Call of the
Master to "Go and teach all
people my Gospel." Say "Yes" over and over again.
To talk to someone about your vocation, contact the
Vocation Brisbane office on 1300 133 544,
vocation@bne.catholic.net.au or visit their website
www.vocationbrisbane.com.
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