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2nd Sunday of Easter

24 April 2022

The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land on
which our parish stands.

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA
The readings for the Sundays after Easter all provide mystagogical catechesis
for the entire church, with a special emphasis for the newly baptised. This
instruction is meant to help us recognise the presence of the Risen Lord in our
midst. The overarching theme for the Second Sunday of Easter is the
celebration of this presence in several manifestations.
While we might seek some obvious, tangible manifestation, each reading
speaks of the presence of Christ in a way that we would not expect Christ to be
present. He is there in the very throes of sickness, in fear and doubt, in the
celebration of the liturgy. These presences challenge us to go beneath
appearances, beneath the mundane and banal of life, and there discover the
risen Lord in personal mystical experience, in the ministry of the believing
community, and in the transformative possibilities of the liturgy.
Experiences of the Risen Lord are not reserved for extraordinarily holy people.
Any one of us can be invited into a deep personal encounter when we lest
expect it, in the most unlikely places, with effects that overwhelm us. In fact, the
Risen Christ is always just around the next corner, eager to enter our lives with
the transforming power of the resurrection. Being part of a community of
believers in prayer can be one of the most profound religious experiences. It not
only transforms the present, but it also entrusts us with a vision of what is yet to
be, an eschatological hope for a glorious future.
______________________________________________________________________________________

Congratulations to our Neophytes and Newly Received

PARISH HAPPENINGS
LOOKING AHEAD
Sunday 24 April
- 8.00am Baptism Preparation – Church & Library
- 9.00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word – Library
- 2.00pm Confirmation Family Activity 2 – Church
Monday 25 April
- 8.00am Mass Only & Parish Office Closed
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church
- 7.00pm RCIA – Library
Tuesday 26 April
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area
- 9.30am Scripture Group – Library
Wednesday 27 April
- 9.45am Novena: Our Lady of Perpetual Help
– Church
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library
- 7.00pm Alpha-Youth – Aquinas Room
Thursday 28 April
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area
- 6.00pm Thomas Cantley Singers – Church
Sunday 1 May
- 9.00am Baptisms in Mass – Church
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick
Fr Anthony Lemon, Marie Atkinson, Lynn Toon,
Elliott Jones-Perrin, Pamela O’Reilly, Noah Riley
those whose anniversaries occur around this time
Kathy Stone, Kay Whitby, Hugh Doogan, Ron & Mavis
Steele, Helen Willis, Dorothy May Ingledew and the
recently deceased Helen Pereira, Rita Gorman.

Holy Water Fonts & Easter Holy Water
Holy water has returned to the fonts at the main door
to the church, following advice from the Archdiocese.
To ensure the safety of all, the fonts will be regularly
cleaned.
You are also welcome to bring a bottle to collect
some Easter Holy Water from the Baptismal Font.
ANZAC Day Mass will be celebrated this Monday,
25 April, at 8.00am. We will honour and remember
those who are serving and those who have served.
Please note that the Parish Office will be closed due
to the Public Holiday.
Tuesday Scripture Group
Want to know the Biblical original of each part of the
Holy Mass? Please join the Scripture Group starting
on Tuesday 26 April for 5 weeks in the Parish Library
after the 9.00am Mass. The lessons are to be
explained by Dr. Edward Sri.
Tuesday Playgroup
The Tuesday playgroup has
vacancies for parents and
carers to bring their pre-school aged children (0-5) to
enjoy playing together and engaging with other
children. Playgroup is held in the fully enclosed
hospitality area with lots of grassy space and toys to
play with, plus art and craft, musical play, fun
activities and storytime. They meet each Tuesday,
9.30am - 11.15am, during school terms. Fees are
$10 per term plus Playgroup QLD membership
(easy to join online). Contact: Allana Wanny,
ajwanny@gmail.com or 0438 763 268

Counter Required for one hour per fortnight to help
with counting the weekly collections on Mondays.
If interested, please contact the parish office.
Donations for the New Data Projectors
We are currently accepting donations towards the
cost of our new Data Projectors. You may either
place cash in a marked enveloped and drop it into the
Colleciton at Mass or contact the Parish Office to
make a donation via Credit Card.
Thank you to those parishioners who have already
made a donation.
Project Compassion Envelopes & Money Boxes
Caritas Australia would like to Thank You for
supporting Project Compassion 2022.
For those parishioners who still have a Project
Compassion box or set of envelopes at home, please
return these to the parish by Sunday 1 May so that
receipts can be issued.
Holy Thursday & Good Friday Collections
Thank you to those who supported the collections at
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday and
the Celebration of the Passion of the Lord on Good
Friday. $1,431 was collected on Holy Thursday for
our local St Vincent de Paul conference and $2,020
was collected on Good Friday for the Holy Land.
Sacramental Program 2022
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old)
Family Activity Session 3
• Tuesday, 10 May, 3.30pm-5pm (Option 1)
• Sunday, 15 May, 2pm-3.30pm (Option 2)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
for all primary school aged children
is being held on the 3rd & 4th
Sundays of the Month during
9.00am Mass. Children’s Liturgy of the Word will next
be held on Sunday’s 15 & 22 May.
Safeguarding is Everybody’s Responsibility
Did you know … our Parish has a Local
Safeguarding Representative, who is
dedicated to promoting safeguarding
messages and keeping you informed
about safeguarding practices & initiatives
in the Archdiocese.
Carmen Kee - lsr.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
Carmen is also available to assist with questions,
concerns, disclosures, incidents or complaints.
If you wish to raise concerns anonymously, contact
the STOPline: 1300 304 550, aob@stopline.com.au,
www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com.
St Vincent de Paul Carina Conference
Donations to our local conference are much
appreciated. To donate money via bank transfer,
please use the following account details:
St Vincent de Paul Our Lady of Graces Carina
BSB: 064 786 Account Number: 100026584
To donate non-perishable food, you are welcome
to leave your donations in the baskets at the front
door of the church. Thank you for your support.

Mystagogia, Neophytes and Other Mysteries
In many parishes new members were initiated
into the Church at the Easter ceremonies.
This period following the celebration of the
sacraments at the Easter Vigil is the time when
the newly initiated reflect on their experience of
the rituals, explore the meaning of initiation and
come to a fuller understanding of the mysteries of
the faith.
With the help of their godparents, they should
experience a joyful welcome into the community.
It is the role of every member of the parish, not
just the RCIA committee, to encourage these new
members and to help incorporate them more fully
into the community. Support for these new
Catholics is vital as they settle into the pattern of
living their newly professed faith and learn to
recognise the mystery of Christ which is so alive
within them.
This post-Easter period of the RCIA journey is
known as the “Period of Post-baptismal
Catechesis” or “Mystagogia”. It is a time for the
community and the “neophytes” (the title used to
refer to the newly initiated during the Easter
Season) together to deepen their grasp of the
paschal mystery and in make it part of their lives
through meditation on the Gospel, sharing in the
Eucharist, and doing works of charity.
To make new members feel welcome and
included, every effort should be made to have the
neophytes and newly received present at Sunday
Mass each week during Easter Time.
The newly initiated should be included in the
General Intercessions on each of the seven
Sundays following, up to and including Pentecost.
They can begin to take on some roles in the
liturgy.
In a sense, Christians spend their entire lives in
mystagogy as they reflect on what it means to live
in Christ. Let us pray for the neophytes, and for
ourselves, that we may come to see Christ more
clearly, to follow him more nearly and love him
more dearly day by day during this season of
Easter.
Adapted from Liturgy Lines © Elizabeth Harrington, 18 May 2014.

Vocation View
You've got an incredible message to make credible.
It is not like selling used cars! It is proclaiming eternal
life, forgiveness and Great Love!
To talk to someone about your vocation, contact the
Vocation Brisbane office on 1300 133 544,
vocation@bne.catholic.net.au or visit their website
www.vocationbrisbane.com
Agnus Day – The Lectionary Comic Strip

Agnus Day appears with the permission of www.agnusday.org

COMMUNITY NEWS
Walking in the Spirit
The People of God are
invited to make a prayerful
journey towards the Second
Assembly of the Plenary
Council through the Walking in the Spirit prayer
campaign. Walking in the Spirit begins on Easter
Sunday, 17 April, and runs until the Second
Assembly, which opens on Sunday, 3 July.
Resources have been created for use by individuals,
families, schools, parishes and other Catholic
communities. Find out more information at
plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/walkinginthespirit/
Cathedral of St Stephen, Guides and Welcomers
You are invited to an information day for prospective
guides & welcomers at the Cathedral of St Stephen.
Thursday 28 April 2022 9:30am-1:00pm Hanly
Room, Cathedral of St Stephen, 249 Elizabeth
Street, Brisbane. Refreshments will be provided.
Being a guide and welcomer is a wonderfully
rewarding and enriching experience. The Cathedral,
The Chapel and the precinct occupy an important and
special place in the spiritual life and broader history
of Brisbane and Queensland. Your training will cover
the architecture, history, artwork and the unique and
beautiful stained glass windows and their
significance. You’ll learn how to share this knowledge
with all the many visitors and tour groups who come
to the Cathedral. The Information day is open to
anyone, who desires becoming part of a friendly and
supportive team of Cathedral guides and welcomers.
Please register your interest with Carmel Devery on
3324 3006 or cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au.
Awaken Pre-Loved Market
Saturday 30 April 9.30am - 4.30pm, Our Lady of
Fatima Church, 350 Mortimer Road, Acacia Ridge.
Enquiries: admin@awaken.org.au 0437 006 264
March for Life: Saturday 30 April, 3pm, Speaker's
Corner, outside Parliament House, George St,
Brisbane, followed by a march around the city.
We will be advocating for life from conception until
natural death (opposing both abortion and
euthanasia). A family-friendly event. Qld Police will
have a presence to help ensure our safety at all
times. Please wear white if you can. For further
information: www.cherishlife.org.au or call 3871 2445
World Wide Marriage Encounter weekend retreat
experience for married couples: www.wwme.org.au
 13-15 May (Live-in onsite) Santa Teresa, Ormiston
Bookings: David and Maria Murphy ph 0481307821
qldbookings@wwme.org.au
St Ignatius’ Women’s Night of Spirituality
Presenter: Joan Chittister osb - practical theologian
and renowned author of more than 50 books
When: Friday 3 June 2022, 7pm-9pm
Where: Stuartholme School Chapel, Toowong.
Tickets: $35 each (Early Bird Special: $30 each, for
purchases until 30 April 2022)
Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BYQTJ

.

