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29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

17 October 2021

The community of Our Lady of Graces acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land on
which our parish stands.

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA
When we set out to follow Jesus, faithful to the
promises that we made at baptism to renounce
sin and live lives directed by the Spirit, we
normally do so with generosity of heart.
However, after we have borne the burdens of
this decision and realise some of the
implications of our commitment, we begin to
wonder if it was worth it. We believe that God
will generously bless us. Still, would it be so
wrong to hope for a little more, especially if we
have made significant sacrifices along the way?
Of those to whom much has been given, much
will be required in return. The closer we are to
Jesus, the more we will be expected to mirror him. The great ones in the reign
of God, the ones who exercise authority over others, must be the servants of
the rest. Parents, teachers, civil authorities, managers of every kind, pastoral
leaders must all be servants, as Jesus was a servant. We will also have to drink
from his cup of suffering and be baptised into his death. As we draw close to
the one who gave his life as an offering for sin, we will find that the same selfsacrifice is being asked of us. When we struggle with the misfortunes that we
face because of our commitment to Jesus, we will have him as an inspiration
and a model to follow. He can sympathise with our weaknesses, identify with
our suffering. We can draw strength from his example and hope from his
kindness.
Living the Gospel – Servant Leadership
What does it really mean to practise servant leadership? It means placing the
needs of others before your own desires for prestige or authority. We’ve all
known people who have been given a position of leadership and they really only
wanted the job as recognition of their popularity; a thank you for previous work
done; an opportunity to demonstrate their strength of will or cleverness with
words. Servant leadership is about collaborating; it’s about empowering people
to do their best; it’s about trusting others and about rolling up your sleeves and
getting on with the job.

PARISH HAPPENINGS
LOOKING AHEAD
Monday 18 October
- 7.00pm Italian Prayer Group – Church
Tuesday 19 October
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area
- 9.30am Scripture Group – Library
Wednesday 20 October
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library
- 6.30pm Alpha-Youth – Carindale Library
Thursday 21 October
- 9.30am Two Hearts Prayer Group – Church
- 9.30am Playgroup – Hospitality Area
- 6.00pm Thomas Cantley Singers – Church
Friday 22 October
- 11.00am Funeral – Church
Sunday 24 October
- 10.00am Baptism Preparation – Library
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick
Marie Atkinson, Olivia Joses, Lynn Toon, Elliott JonesPerrin, Pamela O’Reilly those whose anniversaries
occur around this time Jennifer De Haas, Gregory
Campbell and the recently deceased Regina Platt,
Maureen Prior, Fr Karl Emerick O.P., Domenico
Casagrande, Lillian Sun, Angelo Vasta, Irene Balzano,
Maureen Barnewall, Neil Salm, Monica Clarke.

Communion at Home Ministry
The parish is desperately looking for more people
who would be interested in being part of the
Communion at Home Ministry. The involvement
would be once a month for 30 minutes. For further
information or to express your interest in this ministry,
contact Suzanne Schultz on 0425 544 005.
Marshals Required
We are in need of some additional Marshals to assist
at the Sunday 9am & 5.30pm Masses, as well as the
Weekday 9am Masses. This is so to allow us to
spread the load of those who already Marshal at our
Masses. For further information or if you are able to
assist, please contact the Parish Office.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is
currently only being celebrated by
appointment. Please contact the parish
office to make an appointment.

Synod of Bishops
Today, Sunday 17 October,
dioceses around the world will
launch local preparations for the
Synod of Bishops, which has the
theme: “For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation and
Mission”. The Catholic Church in Australia invite the
People of God to make submissions via an online
portal that opens on 17 October. Those submissions
will help the Bishops develop a national report to
support the global process leading to an international
gathering
in 2023. Find out more at:
www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
2022 - Daily Mass Book,
Break Open the Word & Ordo
We are taking orders for the
following annuals:
 Daily Mass Books $24
 Break Open the Word $24
 Ordos $15
To order, please either contact
the parish office or place your
order and payment (correct
money) in an envelope and
drop the envelope into either
collection at Mass.
Orders are required by
12.30pm on Thursday 28
October. This allows for the
ordered books to be available
before the new liturgical year
commencing on 28 November.
Date Claimer: Picnic in the Valley
Members of our Parish Pastoral Council are
organising a Sunday Morning “Picnic in the Valley”,
so as to allow an opportunity for parishioners and
families to connect with each other.
 Date: Sunday 7 November
 Time: After 9.00am Mass
 Location: The Valley (St Martin’s School Oval)
 What to Bring: Picnic blanket / folding chair, food
and drinks
Further details are still being finalised and will be
advised closer to the date.

Time Between the Plenary Council Assemblies
The months between the first and second general assemblies of the Fifth Plenary
Council of Australia are a time for “prayer, reflection, maturation and development”,
according to a concluding statement from the first assembly.
The statement, approved by the Council’s members during Saturday’s final plenary
session, speaks of a week in which regular prayer and spiritual conversations,
encouraging deep listening, “allowed space for still nascent dreams and visions to
come to greater maturity”.
It came after 16 sessions across six days, encompassing conversations in groups of eight to 10 people, larger
groups of up to 30 and gatherings of the full membership of the Council. All sessions were punctuated with time
for prayer and reflection.
The concluding statement said the process of members listening to each other in those various forums “has
planted promising seeds and raised important questions for us”.
“We have experienced and expressed the range of emotions that come with facing profound issues together,
holding in tension diverse interpretations and expectations,” it said.
“Through prayer and reflection, we have been called to be patient with the process, with each other, with the
Church and, most importantly, with the Holy Spirit.”
The statement outlines some of the affirmations of the life of the Church that were shared during the first
assembly, as well as some of the desires expressed for a Church that renews itself for mission.
“Often expressed through the lens of personal experience, the discernment of this assembly has threaded
together conversations about what the Church can offer today’s world on the one hand, and how the world can
inform the ways and structures of the Church on the other,” the statement said.
The assembly considered the experience of some groups within the community who don’t always feel at home
in Catholic communities. Those groups could include young people, women, single people, parents and
families, people with disabilities, people with diverse experience of sexuality and gender, and others “who feel,
for a variety of reasons, that there is no place for them”.
“We asked how a missionary Church might connect with those who feel distant from the community of faith,”
the statement said.
“Each of these voices has been a powerful reminder that the Church, as a sign of the kingdom of God, has the
vocation of being an image of Christ and an icon of grace to the whole human family.”
The statement said the closing of the Council’s first assembly means the journey “now enters a time of prayer,
reflection, maturation and development”.
“This will involve continuing reflection by the members of the Council, and consultation with the wider Church
community, as we develop propositions for presentation to the second assembly of the Council next July,” it
continued.
“In faith, hope and charity, we entrust all these tasks to the guidance and wisdom of the Holy Spirit. Our prayer
remains, as always: ‘Come, Holy Spirit. Come Holy Spirit of the great South Land’.”
Read the concluding statement on the Plenary Council website: https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2021/10/First-Assembly-Concluding-Statement-FINAL.pdf.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Catholic Christianity Podcast
Can science disprove
God? Is it valid to say that
it’s true for you but not
true for me? Is there more
to the human experience
than what science can
measure? Find out in
episode one of the
Catholic
Christianity
podcast, Season One:
Reasons to Believe. Subscribe on your preferred
podcast platform or watch on YouTube by searching
‘Catholic Christianity’. Find out more at
www.catholicchristianity.org
St Stephen’s Cathedral Choral Scholarships
Auditions in mid-October for boys entering years 5-7
in 2022. Excellent training is offered, with generous
bursaries provided. To register, please call 3324
3030 or email cathedral.music@bne.catholic.net.au

Anglican Roman Catholic Reconciliation Service
Each year people from the
Catholic
Archdiocese
of
Brisbane, the Catholic Diocese
of
Toowoomba
and the
Anglican Church of Southern
Queensland (the Diocese of
Brisbane) gather to pray with and for one another for
a greater mutual understanding and reconciliation.
This years’ service will be hosted by our Archdiocese
at St Stephen's Cathedral and the theme is centred
on the Season of Creation: “Do not be afraid, little
flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you
the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms.
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes
near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.” (Luke 12:32-34).
Save Thursday 4 November at 11am into your diary
and find out more via the event page here:
www.facebook.com/events/263276095690241

.

