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The Baptism of the Lord

12 January 2020

Reflection by Diane Bergant CSA
The baptism of Jesus inaugurates his ministry as the
anointed one of God. The passage from Isaiah
indicates the kind of messiah he will be. He will not
exercise harsh justice, nor will he wield the sword of
vengeance on the battlefield. He will be a servant,
who, though mighty is gentle; one chosen by God,
yet committed to the needy and the marginal; the
Son of God who attends to the least within the
community. The messiah of God may have come from an insignificant
village like Nazareth, but he was anointed with the Holy Spirit and with
power. The messiah of God does not conform to the expectations of a
proud and self-absorbed society. Filled with the Spirit of God, he acts
out of a gentle, compassionate spirit.
For whom did the messiah of God come? For those whom society
discarded. He came for people who are broken and suffering, for those
who are blind or imprisoned. He came for people who are so easily
pushed to the margins – the homeless, the unemployed, the
abandoned children, the helpless elderly, the mentally and chronically
ill. He also came to people who, like Cornelius, do not belong to our
inner circles, people who threaten us, people we might actually
despise. He came for the strangers among us, those who have different
cultural customs, those who worship in different ways. He came for
people we have pushed out as well as for those we have refused to let
in. The messiah of God came for all people without distinction.
PRAYER FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY BUSHFIRE AND DROUGHT
Eternal God, in wisdom and love you created our earth to sustain us and give
us life. We turn to you now in faith, hope and love, asking you to look with
favour on our fire-ravaged and drought-stricken land, on our starving and
displaced animals, on our failing crops and burning farms, towns and forests.
Strengthen, sustain and give new heart to our farmers and to all who are
affected by drought; be with those who support them. Strengthen and comfort
the victims of the fires, those who have lost family, friends, property and stock.
Protect our volunteer firefighters and all members of essential services. In
your loving providence, send abundant rain to quench the fires and to restore
our parched earth. Father of all compassion, hear our prayer through Jesus
Christ your Son, in whom the promise of new life has dawned, and through
the power of the Holy Spirit, the Lord the giver of life: Renew your faithful
people; Renew the face of the earth.
Our Lady of the Southern Cross, Mary, help of Christians – Pray for us.
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop – Pray for us.

PARISH HAPPENINGS
LOOKING AHEAD
Monday 13 January
- 10.30am Funeral Mass (Ursula Trapnell) – Church
Wednesday 15 January
- 10.30am BED Scripture Group – Library
- 6.30pm Legion of Mary – Library
Thursday 16 January
- 11.00am BED Scripture Group – Library
Saturday 18 January
- 7.15pm AA – Library
Let us remember in prayer all those who are sick and
those whose anniversaries occur around this time
Mary Marrinan, Sean Duffy, Merle Perera, Teresa
Simento
and
the
recently
deceased
Mary Frangi, Robyn Mallon, Ursula Trapnell, Fr John
Barry OSA.

‘There’s more to this than Meets the Eye’
How Sacraments Work
This is your chance to hear
Fr Paul Turner, renowned US
teacher and speaker, liturgist
and prolific author. Paul will
speak about the sacramental
signs of water, bread and wine, oil and the human
touch, and how these sacramental signs open up for us
the mysterious and powerful action of our loving God.
Check out his website: www.PaulTurner.org
Public Lecture: Friday 6 March 2020, 5.30pm - 7.30pm,
Hanly Room, Cathedral of St Stephen (parking
available in the Cathedral car park).
If you are interested in attending, please contact Shelly
at the Parish Office on 3398 2977 or
sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au.

COMMUNITY HAPPENINGS
James & Patricia’s 25th Wedding Anniversary
James & Patricia Grieshaber are celebrating their
25th Wedding Anniversary with Mass this coming
Tuesday, 7pm, in the Church. This is an invitation to
anyone who would like to come along and celebrate
with them. Following Mass, there will be supper in the
Hospitality Area with BYO plate to share.
Sacramental Program 2020
Confirmation (Year 3 / 8 years old)
• 11 Feb. – Confirmation Parent Information Night,
7-8pm, in the Church. Handout with sessions and
booking information will be provided at the
meeting.
• 13 Feb. – Confirmation Enrolments close. Please
see Shelly if you require a form.
Penance (Year 5 / 10 years old)
• 23 Feb. – Penance Session 1, Option 1, 2-4pm
• 25 Feb. – Penance Session 1, Option 2, 4-6pm
For inquiries, please contact Shelly on 3398 2977 or
sc.carina@bne.catholic.net.au
Ageing Wisely Seminar
A seminar on ageing wisely,
hosted by Holy Cross Funerals,
will be held here at Our Lady of
Graces Parish on Monday
24 February, 9.30am – 2pm. The day will include
guest speakers, lucky door prizes, morning tea &
lunch. Entry is free. This is a wonderful opportunity
to engage with organisations who offer support and
assistance at a time when it is most needed.
For catering purposes, please RSVP by Wednesday
19 February to the parish office.
The MASS consists in some sense of two parts,
namely the Liturgy of the World and the Liturgy of
the Eucharist, these being so closely
interconnected that they form but one single act
of worship. For in the Mass is spread the table
both of God’s Word and of the Body of Christ,
and from it the faithful are to be instructed and
refreshed.
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Cathedral Guides & Welcomers
Cathedral Guides & Welcomers invite you to an
information session on Thursday 6 February,
10.30am to discover the delights of volunteering with
the Cathedral Guides & Welcomers. The meeting will
be held in the Hanly Room of the Francis Rush Centre,
located beside the Cathedral of St Stephen.
If you enjoy meeting people; love your Cathedral and
revel in good art and juicy history, the rewards of
becoming a volunteer with the Cathedral Guides and
Welcomers is beyond measure. A comprehensive
training program is offered.
If this ministry appeals to you, please contact the
Cathedral, deveryc@bne.catholic.net.au or 3324 3030,
by Friday 24 January.
Saint Therese of Lisieux - Australian Visit in 2020
The relics of St Thérèse of Lisieux and her parents
Sts Louis and Zélie Martin will be touring Australia in
2020. The itinerary shows the relics visiting the
following local locations.
 Our Lady of Mt Carmel Coorparoo (6-7 February)
 Cathedral of St Stephen (9-10 February)
 Santa Teresa Centre Ormiston (13 February)
Valentines Dinner Dance
Venue: Belmont Services Bowls Club,
Narracott St, Carina
When: Saturday, 15 February 2020
Time: 6.30pm for a 2 course meal,
cake and coffee/tea
Cost: $100 per couple
Live Music, Dancing, Cash Bar,
Raffle, Lucky Door Prize
Please contact Mel & Maria on 0403 755 273
Care for Our Common World
You are invited to share in a Community
Forum, Care For Our Common World Living
Laudato Si …Think Globally, Act Locally.
Saturday 15 February, 9.00am-1.45pm, Our
Lady Queen of Apostles, 70 Appleby Rd, Stafford
Expressions of interest, please contact Stafford Parish
Office by email: stafford@bne.catholic.net.au or call
3356 7155.

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE
Catholic Church plans national response to bushfire crisis
STATEMENT FROM CONFERENCE PRESIDENT ARCHBISHOP MARK COLERIDGE
Australia is facing an unprecedented calamity as fire engulfs the land in many places. We have all seen the
apocalyptic images, even if we are not in the areas most affected. Lives have been lost, homes and towns have
been destroyed, smoke has shrouded large swathes of our country.
And there is no end in sight to the horror which confronts us with our powerlessness before the devastating force
of nature.
The efforts of firefighters have been heroic. The resilience of the communities affected has been extraordinary.
This has been Australia at its best, and we all stand with those who have been most stricken and with those who
are putting their lives on the line to fight the fires.
But we need more than words. Expressions of solidarity are important, but they are not enough.
The bishops are aware of the huge amount being done around the nation, led by governments and first
responders. Many local faith communities, including Catholic parishes and organisations, as well as ecumenical
and inter-religious coalitions, are also making a big contribution.
While the bishops typically respond to challenges at a parish or diocesan level, the scale of this crisis requires a
national response from the whole Church to complement and coordinate what is happening locally.
From the Bishops Conference, that national response includes:
•

The facilitation of a national network connecting people affected by the bushfires with people who can
help with tasks such as preparing meals, clearing properties, rebuilding communities, as well as pastoral
and counselling support.

•

The distribution of special prayers and other resources for use in parishes, families and other Catholic
communities.

•

Collaboration with key national agencies like Catholic Health Australia, Catholic Social Services Australia,
the National Catholic Education Commission and the St Vincent de Paul Society (Vinnies) to ensure as
effective a response as possible from the wider Catholic community.

•

Cooperating with Catholic Religious Australia and religious institutes and their ministries.

•

Parishes across the country taking up a special collection at Masses on the Australia Day weekend, with
all funds to be donated to Vinnies’ bushfire appeal.

Vinnies is responding in all affected states and territories. Its network of local conferences and support services
has seen them rapidly respond throughout the nation as the fire crisis has spread.
As well as donations at Masses on Australia Day weekend, people are encouraged to support the immediate
response and the ongoing work of Vinnies in your state or throughout bushfire-affected communities.
Our experts on the ground – from agencies like Vinnies, CatholicCare and CentaCare, in parishes and other
Catholic communities, including Catholic hospitals and aged care providers – know this will be a long-term process
to help people and whole towns rebuild.
With broad and deep roots across the nation, the Church stands ready to walk alongside people throughout their
journey of recovery.
Facing this exceptional crisis, we renew our call for insistent prayer for those stricken by drought and fire, for
those who have lost their lives in the fires and their families, for rain to quench the parched land and extinguish
the fires, and for urgent action to care for our common home in order to prevent such calamities in the future.
A genuinely Catholic response to a crisis of this magnitude must draw strength from prayer which inspires
concrete and compassionate action.
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